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14 December 2018 
 
 
 
The Hon Robert French AC 
Suite 2, Level 13 
Allendale Square 
77 St George’s Terrace 
Perth WA 6000 
E: freedomofspeechreview@education.gov.au; sulcsj@bigpond.com 
 
Dear Mr French 
 
I write regarding your request for information relating to freedom of expression and intellectual 
enquiry. You note within your letter dates 29th November 2018 that this is a requirement within the 
Higher Education Standards Framework (Threshold Standards) 2015 where a higher education 
provider is required to have a clearly articulated higher education purpose that includes a 
commitment to and support for free intellectual inquiry in its academic endeavours. You will note 
below that the University of Newcastle takes this responsibility very seriously and has therefore 
embedded the principle of academic freedom in its Vision and Code of Conduct. You will also note we 
attach our relevant rules and policies which make explicit refer to the Code. 
 
The University of Newcastle is aware of the discussion in the sector around the broader issue of free 
speech and understands the complexities of this topic due to the absence of an Australian legal 
framework in this area other than for comment with a political content. Our University Audit team 
have already committed to conduct an internal review on this topic within 2019, we look forward to 
the outcomes of your review to assist us in our work. 
 
Below I attach relevant links and information to assist you in your review. 
 
Please don’t hesitate to contact me if I can be of further assistance. 
 
 
Best regards 
 

 
 
 
Professor Alex Zelinsky, AO 
Vice-Chancellor and President 
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University of Newcastle’s relevant documentation: 
 

• Act:  https://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/~/view/act/1989/68 
• By-Law: https://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/~/view/regulation/2017/84 
• Vision: https://www.newcastle.edu.au/about-uon/our-university/vision-and-strategic-

direction - Which indicates: “Integrity - We are open, ethical, rigorous and committed to the 
highest standards in academic enquiry.  We are champions of academic freedom and 
professional responsibility.” 

• Council charter: (attached) 
• Internal audit charter: (attached) 
• Risk management framework: (attached) 
• Terms of enrolment: (attached) 
• Code of Conduct: https://www.newcastle.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0006/93561/Code-

of-Conduct-June-2017.pdf - which indicates: “We promote collegiality by behaving inclusively 
and openly, and fostering academic freedom. We value our University and the broader 
community.” 

• Code of ethical conduct: (attached) - which indicates – “Student Responsibilities (3) Within 
the context of the Preamble and the University's Vision and Mission, students acknowledge 
the following responsibilities: 1.To contribute to a work and study environment free from 
discrimination or harassment. 2.To act at all times in a way that respects the rights and 
privileges of others and shows commitment to freedom of expression; and in particular to be 
sensitive to cultural diversities;” 

• Student Conduct Rule: https://policies.newcastle.edu.au/document/view-current.php?id=34 
- refers to Code of Conduct 

• Hire of facilities: (attached): 3.11 section of objectionable or dangerous activities 
• Student occupancy agreement / Student living standards: 

https://www.newcastle.edu.au/future-students/study-at-uon/accommodation-options/uon-
student-living/terms-and-conditions - Living standards see section 5, and appendix on 
discipline and misconduct. 
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Terms, Conditions and Informed Consent (ENROLMENT) 
  
Your enrolment cannot progress unless you accept all terms and conditions set out below. 
 
1.   I certify that all information and documentation supplied by me to the University is true, accurate and complete 
including all information supplied with my application for admission and/or credit. 
 
2.   I understand that I must comply with the rules, policies and by-laws of the University of Newcastle and that 
failure to do so may result in the cancellation of my enrolment. 
 
3.   I understand that I must ONLY enrol in courses that comply with the requirements of the program to which I have 
been admitted. 
 
4.   I understand that failure to pay fees and charges owed to the University and/or its partner organisations by the 
due date may result in my access to University services being restricted, the cancellation of my enrolment and/or 
action to recover any remaining debt. This may also result in my grades and testamur being withheld until debts are 
fully paid. 
 
5. I understand that the University abides by the Privacy and Personal Information Protection Act 1998 (NSW) and 
that if I have any questions about the personal information the University collects about me, how the University 
handles my information or if I would like to access and/or correct the information that the University holds about 
me, I can refer to the University’s Web Privacy Statement and Privacy Management Plan for information and contact 
details. 
 
6.   I authorise the University to disclose personal and administrative information that is held by the University to 
Government agencies including the Commonwealth Government department with responsibility for tertiary 
education (currently Department of Education), Centrelink, Australian Health Practitioner Regulation Agency 
(AHPRA) and the Department of Immigration and Citizenship (DIAC) in accordance with legal requirements. 
 
7.   I consent to the sharing of information between the University of Newcastle, other Universities and educational 
institutions as well as Universities Australia and tertiary admissions centres in relation to any academic or other 
misconduct, exclusion from study or irregular activity that may be considered to be untrue or misleading in any 
respect. 
 
8.   I understand that I may be invited from time to time to participate in surveys to provide feedback on the 
University's teaching, services and facilities. I may also be contacted by the University's Alumni Services. 
 
9.   I accept as a condition of enrolment and re-enrolment that any assessments I submit may be checked for 
plagiarism including through an electronic checking system and my assessment may be held in the plagiarism 
database for future matching purposes. 
 
10.   I understand that I am required to access the student portal at least once a week to ensure I receive 
communications and obtain access to UoNline. 
 
11.   I understand that I am required to read my NUmail regularly, and must use NUmail for all email correspondence 
with the University. NUmail is accessed via a web-browser located here. 
 
12.   I understand that the University may use SMS messages to alert me to important University information. 
 
13.   I understand that the Student ID Card photo will be used for educational purposes including the generation of 
class lists. 
 
14.   For students undertaking placements in a NSW Health Facility, I understand that I must meet specified 
placement requirements including but not limited to a Criminal Records Check and a NSW Working With Children 
Check. I must inform NSW Health and my Course Coordinator if I am subject to any serious allegation or am charged 
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or convicted of any criminal offence during my enrolment in this program. I understand I cannot attend further 
clinical placements until I am granted clearance by NSW Health. 
 
15.   If I enrol in a Teaching or Education program, I consent to the University providing information about my 
enrolment and progress to the NSW Education Standards Authority (NESA) and the Catholic Education Office to 
facilitate my accreditation as a teacher. 
 
16. If I enrol in a Teaching or Education Program, I authorise the University to disclose personal information collected 
by the University (including but not limited to full name, date of birth and NSW Working with Children Check 
number) to NSW Department of Education schools/services or any other appropriate organisation where this 
information is mandatory for the provision of any professional experience placement that will enable me to fulfil my 
Course/Program requirements.  I understand that disclosure of this information is voluntary where involvement in a 
professional experience placement is not a compulsory Course/Program requirement. However, I understand that 
disclosure is a requirement in order to participate in a placement. 
 
17.   I understand that the University is collecting the information in this form under the Higher Education Support 
Act 2003, and I authorise wider use and disclosure of personal information collected for the purpose of the Act. 
 
     a.     I understand that the University will disclose this information to the Department of Education (DoE) for the 
above purposes and that the Commonwealth Government department with responsibility for tertiary education 
(currently DoE) will store the information securely in the Higher Education Information Management System 
(HEIMS), and that the information may be used in connection with the National Data Collection on University 
Applications and Offers and/or other collections as the Commonwealth Government department with responsibility 
for tertiary education (currently DoE) may lawfully require from time to time. 
 
     b.     I accept that the Commonwealth Government department with responsibility for tertiary education 
(currently DoE) may disclose the information to the Australian Taxation Office (ATO). 
 
     c.     I understand that the Commonwealth Government Department with responsibility for tertiary education 
(currently DoE) may disclose the information to: 
 
          i.     Commonwealth officers to assist them in their official employment; 
 
          ii.     the Tertiary Education Quality and Standards Agency (TEQSA) and members of its staff for the purposes of 
the Tertiary Education Quality and Standards Agency Act 2011; 
 
          iii.     the National VET Regulator (currently the Australian Skills Quality Authority (AQSA)) and members of its 
staff for the purposes of the National Vocational Education and Training Regulator Act 2011; 
 
          iv.     officers employed or engaged by State and Territory agencies, officers of higher education providers, and 
officers of vocational education and training providers for the purpose of improving the provision of, or research into 
the provision of, higher education or vocational education and training; and 
 
          v.     officers employed or engaged by bodies or associations determined by the responsible Minister including 
Universities Australia, the Council of Private Higher Education Incorporated, the Australian Council for Private 
Education and Training, and Tertiary Admissions Centres for the purpose of improving the provision of, or research 
into the provision of, higher education or vocational education and training. 
 
18.   I understand that the University will not otherwise disclose the information I have supplied without my consent 
unless required or authorised by law. 
 
19.   I understand that it is a requirement to complete the Consent Matters Module and Academic Integrity Module 
made available through UONline within this term of study, if I have not already done so. Failure to complete these 
modules will result in suspension of services, including your ability to view grades or enrol in courses 
 
For students enrolling in Research Higher Degrees, additional terms and conditions exist and are viewable here. 
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I declare that I have read and agree to the Terms & Conditions of Enrolment outlined above. I understand that giving 
false or misleading information is a serious offence under the Criminal Code (Commonwealth). 
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