
Use of NCCD disability data to inform funding from 2018

Approved authorities should read this paper if any school in the authority had significant numbers of part-time or overseas students that were counted in the 2017 Nationally Consistent Collection of Data on School Students with Disability (NCCD). This includes approved authorities for an individual school.

Overview
The NCCD will be used to calculate Commonwealth recurrent funding for students with disability, specifically through:
· Using the 2017 NCCD collection to calculate the starting 2017 Commonwealth share of the  Schooling Resource Standard (SRS)  
· Using the annual collection to calculate the student with disability loading entitlement each year from 2018.
The 2017 NCCD collected student numbers as a headcount of students. Commonwealth funding is calculated using full time equivalent (FTE) number of students.  FTE is used to identify students who attend school parttime at one or more schools.[endnoteRef:1] In order to calculate a school’s starting share and 2018 funding estimates, the department has estimated FTE for schools. [1:  For example, a student enrolled at a school part-time for half of the usual amount of time is a 0.5 FTE; a student rolled at a school full time is a 1.0 FTE. The part-time status is based on enrolment, not attendance, and should align with information provided through the schools census or government data submission.  ] 

While the NCCD currently includes overseas students[endnoteRef:2], they do not attract Commonwealth funding and should be excluded from funding calculations.  [2:  No ‘treatment’ was applied to the 2017 NCCD to account for the possible inclusion of overseas students due to the expected minimal correlation between the two cohorts. Overseas students could not automatically be removed as the 2017 NCCD did not separately identify overseas students from domestic students.] 

There is now an opportunity for approved authorities to review estimates and provide additional information on FTE for the 2017 NCCD. 
How we estimated schools’ NCCD FTE 
The Department compares the 2017 reported headcount and FTE enrolments for each school. Where there is a difference the department scaled down the NCCD counts to estimate the NCCD FTE.
For example, a primary school has a headcount of 10 students, 5 of which are NCCD supplementary students and 5 of which are non-SWD. Due to a number of parttime students, there are 8.5 FTE enrolments at the school. Given there are more enrolments than FTE, the count of 5 supplementary students are adjusted to 4.25 FTE (5/10*8.5 = 4.25). 
Who should provide additional NCCD information?
There is no requirement to provide additional information. The decision of whether to provide additional NCCD information is a decision for each school, in consultation with approved authorities and education authorities.
You may wish to consider providing additional information if: 
1. You are not satisfied with the approach taken to calculate the estimated NCCD FTE as described in this document.  
2. Your school/a school of your approved authority has a significant number of part-time students, particularly if they were included in the 2017 NCCD count for your school in the supplementary, substantial and/or extensive levels of adjustment.
3. Your school/a school of your approved authority has part-time students who were not included in your school’s 2017 NCCD count because of the requirement in the 2017 NCCD Guidelines that a student must be counted by only one school.[endnoteRef:3] The FTE for these students (less than 0.5 FTE) can be counted for funding purposes.  [3:  See 2017 NCCD Guidelines C.2.2. (From 2018 onwards this requirement may change). ] 

4. Your school/a school of your approved authority has overseas students counted in the 2017 NCCD in the supplementary, substantial and/or extensive levels of adjustment (as they should be excluded for the purposes of funding).[endnoteRef:4]  [4:  In line with the Australian Education Act 2013, the Commonwealth does not provide funding for overseas students and, as such, they should not be included in the calculation of the starting share.  ] 

If you are still unsure whether to provide additional information, you should also contact your state non-government representative body (the state Association of Independent schools or the state Catholic Education Commission). The department has provided them with further information on which schools have had an estimate of FTE.
How does providing actual 2017 NCCD FTE impact funding?
For a small number of schools, actual 2017 NCCD FTE (excluding overseas students) may have a material impact on the school’s starting share, and, subsequently, the school’s Commonwealth funding during the six or ten year transition to the consistent Commonwealth shares.
If a school counted part-time students or overseas students in their 2017 NCCD, it is possible the 2017 SRS as calculated under the new settings (adjusted 2017 SRS, used to calculate the starting share) may be inflated. An inflated adjusted 2017 SRS may result in a lower starting share and, subsequently, less funding during transition. 
While the adjustment undertaken by the government is intended to address this potential, providing 2017 NCCD data as FTE ensures the starting share for the school is correctly calculated, which will have a flow on effect on Commonwealth funding for the 6 or 10 years the school transitions to consistent Commonwealth shares of the Schooling Resource Standard.
How to provide your school’s 2017 NCCD as full-time equivalent 
If you decide to provide 2017 NCCD as a FTE for your school/s, you will need to:
1. Have each school complete Attachment A (one per school). Note, schools with more than one location/campus will need to collate the information to a single school submission and submit it under the head campus’ AGEID.
2. Review the completed Attachment A for each school under your authority and sign the completed document. 
3. Email all completed documents to GrantsandDataHelp@education.gov.au on a single email before 29 March 2018. Please ensure the email includes a contact number for the person providing the data to the department. 
Because this data will inform funding, an approved authority representative must review and sign the template for each school. This is likely to be the person who declared and submitted the 2017 NCCD submission. 
The department will then use the received information to recalculate the starting share and re-estimate the school’s 2018 funding estimate. This is a one off process for funding purposes only. It does not impact your headcount 2017 NCCD data. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Please note, this updated information must be provided to the department by 29 March 2018 for it to inform a school’s starting 2017 Commonwealth share.
Further information
Should you have any questions regarding the FTE estimate process, please call the grants and data helpdesk on please call 1800 677 027 and dial option 3.
Further information on the NCCD can be found on the following websites:
· 2017 NCCD Guidelines (https://www.education.gov.au/nationally-consistent-collection-data-students-disability-guidelines) 
· Nationally Consistent Collection of Data on School Students with Disability (http://www.schooldisabilitydatapl.edu.au)
· the Students with Disability webpage of the Australian Government Department of Education and Training (www.education.gov.au/node/4209).
Further information about the Government’s Quality Schools reforms, including funding for students with disability, transition arrangements (including the starting share) and the Schooling Resource Standard can be found here  (https://www.education.gov.au/quality-schools). 
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Attachment A: 2017 NCCD FTE Template
This form is used to enable schools to provide 2017 Nationally Consistent Collection of Data on School Students with Disability (NCCD) as a full time equivalent (FTE) count that:
· excludes any overseas students at the school 
· provides the fraction of full time load for part time students (a fraction of full-time study load must not exceed 1.0 full-time equivalent)
· includes students who could not previously be included in the NCCD as they attended more than one school (noting the combined reporting of the enrolment of this student must not exceed 1.0 full-time equivalent)
· meets the requirements of the 2017 NCCD Guidelines for including a student in the collection apply e.g. reference date is 4 August 2017 and there must be evidence an adjustment/s has been provided for minimum of 10 weeks.  
Approved authorities must provide this completed template/s to the department (GrantsandDataHelp@education.gov.au) by 29 March 2018. Please be aware the department may contact the approved authority representative regarding this information if it is incongruent with the headcount data submitted and declared through the 2017 NCCD collection.
School information (please complete a separate form for each school)
	School AGEID
	

	School name
	

	School location
	


Primary level NCCD FTE information
	NCCD level of adjustment 
	2017 NCCD head count 
	2017 FTE 

	Extensive 
	
	

	Substantive 
	
	

	Supplementary 
	
	


Secondary level NCCD FTE information
	NCCD level of adjustment 
	2017 NCCD head count 
	2017 FTE 

	Extensive 
	
	

	Substantive 
	
	

	Supplementary 
	
	




_______________________________	_______________________________	_________________
[Approved authority signature]		[Approved authority name]			Date
An approved authority representative is required to initial the completed template. By initialling the completed template, the approved authority is indicting it is satisfied the information is true and correct in every particular. Giving false or misleading information to the Commonwealth is a serious offense and may be prosecuted under Section 137.1 of the Criminal Code Act 1995.  
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