






















Attachment D - Conflict of interest declaration 
Declaration of Interests

Procurement for the 2025 and 2026 Census Post Enumeration exercise (CPEE) tender 
RFx25722. 

A copy of this declaration must be forwarded to the Committee Chair for management and 
filing.  

Acknowledgement of obligations 

I acknowledge that: 

my duties involve participating in the Project; 

I am aware of any requirements and obligations that I may have under law, including the 
Public Governance, Performance and Accountability Act 2014 (Cth) and the Public Service 
Act 1999 (Cth) relating to conflicts of interest; 

I am aware of my responsibility to act in accordance with the Probity Plan for the Project and 
in accordance with the APS Code of Conduct; and 

I am required to declare any conflicts of interest (such as private interests or relationships) 
which could or could be seen to influence or impact on the performance of my role in the 
Project. 

Declaration of interests and disclosure statement 

I declare that: 

the list of any conflict of interest identified below, of my private interests and relationships 
has been prepared on the basis of my personal circumstances and particular role in the 
Project. 

with the exception of any conflict of interest identified below, to the best of my knowledge 
and belief, no actual, potential or perceived conflict of interest exists which may hinder or 
prevent me from exercising fairly and impartially, and in the best interests of the Department 
of Education (Department), any activity related to the Project.  

I will use my best endeavours to ensure that no situation arises which may give rise to an 
actual, potential or perceived conflict of interest.  

I will notify the Nominated Person (above), as well the Chair of the relevant XXXXX 
Procurement/Grant Management Committee(s) (where relevant) immediately if any 
circumstances arise during the Project, which may give rise to an actual, potential or 
perceived conflict of interest and will comply with any directions for dealing with that conflict 
of interest. 

I undertake to immediately inform the Department (via the Nominated Person) of any changes to: 

my responsibilities or to the issue or subjects on which I am required to make 
decisions or give advice; and 
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The Department of Education acknowledges the traditional owners and custodians of country throughout Australia and their continuing connection to 
land, waters and community. We pay our respects to them and their cultures, and Elders past, present and emerging. 

 
 

Document 14

152















Document 17

159

      

  

    

        

            

            

              

  









2

 
 
Notice: 
The information contained in this email message and any attached files may be confidential 
information, and may also be the subject of legal professional privilege. If you are not the intended 
recipient, any use, disclosure or copying of this email is unauthorised. If you received this email in 
error, please notify the sender by contacting the department's switchboard on 1300 566 046 during 
business hours (8:30am - 5pm Canberra time) and delete all copies of this transmission together with 
any attachments.  
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The information contained in this email message and any attached files may be confidential 
information, and may also be the subject of legal professional privilege. If you are not the intended 
recipient, any use, disclosure or copying of this email is unauthorised. If you received this email in 
error, please notify the sender by contacting the department's switchboard on 1300 566 046 during 
business hours (8:30am - 5pm Canberra time) and delete all copies of this transmission together with 
any attachments.  
Notice: 
The information contained in this email message and any attached files may be confidential 
information, and may also be the subject of legal professional privilege. If you are not the intended 
recipient, any use, disclosure or copying of this email is unauthorised. If you received this email in 
error, please notify the sender by contacting the department's switchboard on 1300 566 046 during 
business hours (8:30am - 5pm Canberra time) and delete all copies of this transmission together with 
any attachments.  
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Business information has been removed under s 11C(1)(b) of the FOI Act 1982 from the documents published on the FOI disclosure log.
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recipient, any use, disclosure or copying of this email is unauthorised. If you received this email in 
error, please notify the sender by contacting the department's switchboard on 1300 566 046 during 
business hours (8:30am - 5pm Canberra time) and delete all copies of this transmission together with 
any attachments.  
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business hours (8:30am - 5pm Canberra time) and delete all copies of this transmission together with 
any attachments.  
 
This email is confidential and may be legally privileged; it is intended solely for the addressee. Access by anyone else 
is unauthorised. If you have received this email in error please notify us immediately by return email or telephone 
+612 9338 2600 then delete and destroy any copies of it. Any unauthorised disclosure, copying, distribution or any 
action taken or not taken in reliance on it is prohibited and may be unlawful. Any opinions or advice contained in this 
email are subject to the terms and conditions of the governing McGrathNicol engagement letter. Opinions, 
conclusions and other information in this email and any attachments that do not relate to McGrathNicol business are 
not given or endorsed by it. McGrathNicol cannot guarantee that emails are secure or error-free as information could 
be intercepted, corrupted, lost, destroyed, arrive late/incomplete or contain viruses. Liability limited by a scheme 
approved under Professional Standards Legislation.  
Notice: 
The information contained in this email message and any attached files may be confidential 
information, and may also be the subject of legal professional privilege. If you are not the intended 
recipient, any use, disclosure or copying of this email is unauthorised. If you received this email in 
error, please notify the sender by contacting the department's switchboard on 1300 566 046 during 
business hours (8:30am - 5pm Canberra time) and delete all copies of this transmission together with 
any attachments.  
 
This email is confidential and may be legally privileged; it is intended solely for the addressee. Access by anyone else 
is unauthorised. If you have received this email in error please notify us immediately by return email or telephone 
+612 9338 2600 then delete and destroy any copies of it. Any unauthorised disclosure, copying, distribution or any 
action taken or not taken in reliance on it is prohibited and may be unlawful. Any opinions or advice contained in this 
email are subject to the terms and conditions of the governing McGrathNicol engagement letter. Opinions, 
conclusions and other information in this email and any attachments that do not relate to McGrathNicol business are 
not given or endorsed by it. McGrathNicol cannot guarantee that emails are secure or error-free as information could 
be intercepted, corrupted, lost, destroyed, arrive late/incomplete or contain viruses. Liability limited by a scheme 
approved under Professional Standards Legislation.  
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Attachment A: Commonwealth Funding Arrangements for Non-
Government Schools 

The Australian Education Act 2013 (‘the Act’) provides the mechanism by which Australian Government 
recurrent funding is provided to non-government schools. Funding paid to non-government schools under 
the Act is provided by the Australian Government through each state and territory treasury to distribute to 
the approved authorities for schools. An approved authority can operate one or many schools.  

In order to receive recurrent funding, approved authorities must meet a number of eligibility requirements 
as prescribed in the following legislative framework:  

• the Act; and
• the Australian Education Regulations 2023 (the Regulations).

In addition to the requirements prescribed in the funding legislation, approved authorities must also meet 
the requirements for registration in the relevant jurisdiction.  

Basic requirements to receive funding  
Basic requirements for ongoing approval for funding, as set out in section 75 of the Act and sections 26 to 
28 of the Regulations, require approved authorities to be:  

• a body corporate or body politic;
• not conducted for profit;
• financially viable; and
• a fit and proper person (both in terms of the corporate entity and key individuals of the school and

approved authority).

Note: These requirements are applicable to the entirety of the approved authority’s operations, not just 
those relating to the expenditure and use of Australian Government funding.  

Not-for-profit 
Under subsection 75(3) of the Act, funding is only provided to schools that are not conducted for profit. 
Section 26 of the Regulations sets out what may be taken into account for the purposes of determining 
whether or not an approved authority satisfies the not-for-profit requirement. This includes:  

• whether the approved authority has financial policies and practices in place and the quality of
those policies and practices; and

• whether money derived from or relating to a school has been applied for the purposes of the
school or has been distributed (whether directly or indirectly) to an owner of the authority or body,
or any other person.

In reference to related party transactions, the ‘value for money’ achieved by the school for a product or 
service being provided is also a relevant consideration in determining whether the school operations are 
not-for-profit.  
Notwithstanding the prescribed uses of recurrent funding (see below), approved authorities’ school 
operations must not be conducted on a for-profit basis, regardless of the source of income.  

Financial viability  
Subsection 75(4) of the Act requires that an approved authority must be financially viable to be approved 
to receive funding. Section 27 of the Regulations sets out the matters that may be considered when 
determining whether a person satisfies the financial viability requirement. These include whether:  

• the person is a body corporate that is being wound up
• whether the affairs of the person are under any form of external control under a law of the

Commonwealth, a State or a Territory
• whether the liabilities of the person are greater than the person’s assets
• whether the person is unable to pay its debts as and when they fall due for payment
• whether an audit is expressed to be qualified or expresses concern about the financial viability of

the person.
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Fit and proper person requirement  
Subsection 75(5) of the Act stipulates that approval for funding may only be granted to ‘fit and proper 
persons’. As per Section 28 of the Regulations, the following may be taken into account in determining 
whether an approved authority satisfies this requirement:  

• whether the person, or a key individual of the person, has experience and expertise in
administering a school and providing education at a school;

• whether the person has governance arrangements in place, including arrangements for
managing and supervising the provision of education at the school and to ensure compliance with
the laws of the Commonwealth, a State or a Territory relating to the provision of school
education;

• whether the person has debts due to the Commonwealth in relation to the provision of school
education;

• whether the person has governance arrangements in place, including arrangements to receive
independent and professional advice about the way in which the person complies with its
obligations under the Act;

• whether the person, or a key individual of the person, has a record of financial management,
taking into account whether the person or individual has been bankrupt, insolvent or been placed
under external administration; and

• whether the person, or a key individual of the person, has been convicted of, or charged with, an
offence, including an offence in relation to children, dishonesty or violence (subject to Part VIIC of
the Crimes Act 1914); and

• whether the person, or a key individual of the person, has engaged in a deliberate pattern of
immoral or unethical behaviour.

Note that the above matters are not an exclusive list of matters that may be taken into consideration. 

Use of Australian Government recurrent funding  
Paragraph 78(2) of the Act requires approved authorities to manage financial assistance payable under 
the Act according to the Regulations. Section 29 of the Regulations sets out the main requirements for 
approved authorities’ use of recurrent funding provided under the Act. Recurrent funding, including any 
interest earned on recurrent funding banked or invested by the approved authority, must be spent, or 
committed to be spent, by the approved authority:  

• for the purpose of providing school education at a school for which the approved authority is
approved; and

• in the year in which it was paid to the approved authority.

Financial accountability 
The Act (s 78) and Regulations 32 to 40 specify the compliance monitoring requirements for all approved 
authorities receiving Australian Government recurrent funding. For the purposes of the audit, the following 
requirements are relevant:  

• keep records for seven years, relating to compliance with the Act and Regulation, the financial
administration of the approved authority, enrolments and attendance records and the financial
administration of the school (Regulation 37);

• keep records that identify all income and expenditure that relates to any financial assistance paid
to the authority; and

• keep records that are identifiably separate from activities outside the provision of school
education

Rights of audit  
In accordance with the Act (s 78) and Regulation 39, approved authorities must allow persons authorised 
in writing by the Minister (or their delegate) to:  

• have full and free access to records relating to the authority’s compliance with the Act and
Regulation, the financial administration of the authority and the financial administration of the
school; and

• take extracts from, and make copies of, the records.
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Attachment A: Commonwealth Funding Arrangements for Non-
Government Schools 

The Australian Education Act 2013 (‘the Act’) provides the mechanism by which Australian Government 
recurrent funding is provided to non-government schools. Funding paid to non-government schools under 
the Act is provided by the Australian Government through each state and territory treasury to distribute to 
the approved authorities for schools. An approved authority can operate one or many schools.  

In order to receive recurrent funding, approved authorities must meet a number of eligibility requirements 
as prescribed in the following legislative framework:  

• the Act; and
• the Australian Education Regulations 2023 (the Regulations).

In addition to the requirements prescribed in the funding legislation, approved authorities must also meet 
the requirements for registration in the relevant jurisdiction.  

Basic requirements to receive funding  
Basic requirements for ongoing approval for funding, as set out in section 75 of the Act and sections 26 to 
28 of the Regulations, require approved authorities to be:  

• a body corporate or body politic;
• not conducted for profit;
• financially viable; and
• a fit and proper person (both in terms of the corporate entity and key individuals of the school and

approved authority).

Note: These requirements are applicable to the entirety of the approved authority’s operations, not just 
those relating to the expenditure and use of Australian Government funding.  

Not-for-profit 
Under subsection 75(3) of the Act, funding is only provided to schools that are not conducted for profit. 
Section 26 of the Regulations sets out what may be taken into account for the purposes of determining 
whether or not an approved authority satisfies the not-for-profit requirement. This includes:  

• whether the approved authority has financial policies and practices in place and the quality of
those policies and practices; and

• whether money derived from or relating to a school has been applied for the purposes of the
school or has been distributed (whether directly or indirectly) to an owner of the authority or body,
or any other person.

In reference to related party transactions, the ‘value for money’ achieved by the school for a product or 
service being provided is also a relevant consideration in determining whether the school operations are 
not-for-profit.  
Notwithstanding the prescribed uses of recurrent funding (see below), approved authorities’ school 
operations must not be conducted on a for-profit basis, regardless of the source of income.  

Financial viability  
Subsection 75(4) of the Act requires that an approved authority must be financially viable to be approved 
to receive funding. Section 27 of the Regulations sets out the matters that may be considered when 
determining whether a person satisfies the financial viability requirement. These include whether:  

• the person is a body corporate that is being wound up
• whether the affairs of the person are under any form of external control under a law of the

Commonwealth, a State or a Territory
• whether the liabilities of the person are greater than the person’s assets
• whether the person is unable to pay its debts as and when they fall due for payment
• whether an audit is expressed to be qualified or expresses concern about the financial viability of

the person.
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Fit and proper person requirement  
Subsection 75(5) of the Act stipulates that approval for funding may only be granted to ‘fit and proper 
persons’. As per Section 28 of the Regulations, the following may be taken into account in determining 
whether an approved authority satisfies this requirement:  

• whether the person, or a key individual of the person, has experience and expertise in
administering a school and providing education at a school;

• whether the person has governance arrangements in place, including arrangements for
managing and supervising the provision of education at the school and to ensure compliance with
the laws of the Commonwealth, a State or a Territory relating to the provision of school
education;

• whether the person has debts due to the Commonwealth in relation to the provision of school
education;

• whether the person has governance arrangements in place, including arrangements to receive
independent and professional advice about the way in which the person complies with its
obligations under the Act;

• whether the person, or a key individual of the person, has a record of financial management,
taking into account whether the person or individual has been bankrupt, insolvent or been placed
under external administration; and

• whether the person, or a key individual of the person, has been convicted of, or charged with, an
offence, including an offence in relation to children, dishonesty or violence (subject to Part VIIC of
the Crimes Act 1914); and

• whether the person, or a key individual of the person, has engaged in a deliberate pattern of
immoral or unethical behaviour.

Note that the above matters are not an exclusive list of matters that may be taken into consideration. 

Use of Australian Government recurrent funding  
Paragraph 78(2) of the Act requires approved authorities to manage financial assistance payable under 
the Act according to the Regulations. Section 29 of the Regulations sets out the main requirements for 
approved authorities’ use of recurrent funding provided under the Act. Recurrent funding, including any 
interest earned on recurrent funding banked or invested by the approved authority, must be spent, or 
committed to be spent, by the approved authority:  

• for the purpose of providing school education at a school for which the approved authority is
approved; and

• in the year in which it was paid to the approved authority.

Financial accountability 
The Act (s 78) and Regulations 32 to 40 specify the compliance monitoring requirements for all approved 
authorities receiving Australian Government recurrent funding. For the purposes of the audit, the following 
requirements are relevant:  

• keep records for seven years, relating to compliance with the Act and Regulation, the financial
administration of the approved authority, enrolments and attendance records and the financial
administration of the school (Regulation 37);

• keep records that identify all income and expenditure that relates to any financial assistance paid
to the authority; and

• keep records that are identifiably separate from activities outside the provision of school
education

Rights of audit  
In accordance with the Act (s 78) and Regulation 39, approved authorities must allow persons authorised 
in writing by the Minister (or their delegate) to:  

• have full and free access to records relating to the authority’s compliance with the Act and
Regulation, the financial administration of the authority and the financial administration of the
school; and

• take extracts from, and make copies of, the records.
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Schedule 6A – Order Variation Template 

Parties 

A. Commonwealth of Australia as represented Department of Education ABN 12
862 898 150 (Agency); and

B. McGrathNicol Advisory ABN 34 824 776 937 (Service Provider)
Recitals 

A. The Agency and the Service Provider are party to an Order (ESE25/7206)
dated 16 May 2025 for the provision of financial management advisory
services, financial and performance audits and investigations.

B. The parties wish to vary the Order as provided by this Deed of variation.

The parties agree as follows: 

The Order is varied in accordance with the terms set out below. Unless specifically stated in 
this Order Variation, all terms and conditions of the Order continue unaffected. 

1. Order Variation number Order variation 1 

2. Raised by Department of Education 

3. Details of change (use attachments if 
required) 

The original order end date of 30 June 
2025 has been changed to 31 July 
2025. This will allow additional time for 
the Department of Education to review 
the final audit reports provided by the 
supplier and raise any clarifications 
with the Service Provider. 

4. Implementation date of variation 20 June 2025 

5. Effect on services Nil 

6. Plan for implementing the change [if 
any] 

Nil – as per Schedule 6 – Order 
Template 

7. Effect on price [if any] No change to the Official Work Order. 
Total value is capped at $277,005 
(GST inclusive). 

8. Effect on service levels [if any] Nil 

9. Other relevant matters (e.g. transitional 
impacts) 

Nil 
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