Gender-based
Australian Government Violence Regmator

Higher Education Gender-based Violence (GBV) Equity and

Response Uplift Projects.

Grant EOI Questions and Answers

About the Grant Program

The Department of Education has opened an Expression of Interest (EOI) process for grant funding
to support a small number of Higher Education Gender-based Violence (GBV) Equity and Response
Uplift projects.

Table A and B higher education providers are eligible to apply. Grants will be awarded to support
research and trial initiatives that promote equality of opportunity in higher education and
strengthen equity practice at both national and institutional levels, with a particular focus on
embedding equity-centred, trauma-informed responses to GBV under the National Higher Education
Code to Prevent and Respond to Gender-based Violence (National Code).

The EOI process opened on Monday 13 July 2026 and will close at 5:00 pm (AEST) Friday 21 August
2026. The Guidelines can be found at: www.education.gov.au/highereducationgbvregulator/grant-

program

Questions

Where the department has received questions from higher education providers in relation to this
EOI, these are published (unidentified) below along with the department’s response.
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Question Answer

Q. Is there a limit to the number of EOls A. The department will only accept one EOI proposal
that may be submitted by a higher as the lead applicant from each Table A or B provider.
education provider? This limitation reflects the maximum grant funding

available overall, and per project, and the anticipated
volume of EOI submissions.

See also Q&A below regarding joint proposals.

Q. Are higher education providers A. As per page 4 of the EOI Guidelines, joint proposals
permitted to submit an EOI proposal with | between two Table A or B providers are permitted.
one or more higher education providers? | One university must be nominated as the lead
applicant and will be responsible for submitting the
EOI and, if successful, entering into the Conditions of
Grant. A university may be listed as a partner provider
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on one or more lead applications while also
submitting its own application as a lead applicant.

However, lead applicants must demonstrate that the
proposed partner provider has the capacity to deliver
and address any associated risks. The department
would expect that the letter of support that
accompanies the lead proposal also addresses this.

In practice, this means that each Table A or B provider
may submit one proposal as a lead applicant but may
be listed as a partner applicant on more than one
proposal.

As per the EOI Guidelines, note that the Conditions of
Grant will be entered into with the lead applicant
only, and that the maximum grant amount available
remains $400,000 per project, per year.

Q. Are non-higher education providers
permitted to be joint project partners?

A. As per the EOI Guidelines, only Table A and Table B
providers are eligible to be named as project partners.
This is consistent with the eligibility requirements
under the Higher Education Support (Other Grants)
Guidelines 2022.

However, proposals may draw on the expertise of
third-party organisations where this supports project
delivery. Utilising the expertise of third-party
organisations through collaboration (as opposed to
partnership) is not precluded, provided that:

e The activities fall within the eligible
expenditure items in the EOI Guidelines (page
5);

e The application clearly demonstrates the
rationale for collaborating with third party
organisations; and

e The Project Plan, Estimated Funding, and
Capacity to Deliver sections of the application
form take into account the provision of
expertise by another organisation, including
the details of expertise, capacity, risk
management and delivery arrangements.

As per the EOI Guidelines, note that the Conditions of
Grant will be entered into with the lead applicant
only, and that the maximum grant amount available
remains $400,000 per project, per year.

Q. Will the department consider EOI
proposals that focus on a particular
setting or context?

A. Projects may apply to specific higher education
settings or contexts provided that the proposal aligns
with the objectives of the program, as specified in the
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EOI Guidelines, and meets the assessment criteria
outlined on pages 5-6.

Q. Would the department consider EOI
proposals that incorporate the
development of sector-wide learnings
such as a community of practice, shared
implementation tools, or mechanisms for
sector-wide uptake?

A. The department recognises the value of cross-
institutional collaboration, sharing best practice and
activities that contribute to sector-wide capability
uplift. These considerations are reflected in the Grant
Program's objectives and assessment criteria,
including expectations that projects contribute to the
evidence base, support transferability of approaches
and share learnings across the higher education
sector.

However, the primary purpose of the funding is to
support the design, testing, implementation and
evaluation of practical, evidence-informed approaches
that strengthen institutional responses to gender-
based violence and support implementation of the
National Code. The focus is on developing and trialling
solutions that improve provider practice in the
identified priority response areas and inform equity
policy and practice at both institutional and national
levels, rather than on dissemination or collaboration
activities (such as a community of practice) as a
deliverable.

While collaboration and sector engagement may
strengthen a proposal, applicants should ensure these
activities are clearly linked to the project's objectives,
implementation outcomes and contribution to
improved practice. They are intended to support the
delivery and impact of the project, rather than being
the primary focus of the funding at this time.
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