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In recent years, some Chinese provincial-level governments including Beijing and Shanghai have
announced that Chinese students who have recently graduated from overseas higher education
institutions are eligible for civil service positions through a provincial “Selected and Assigned
Graduates” pathway. Previously this pathway was open only to graduates from elite Chinese
universities. This provides an additional and potentially attractive career pathway for those that have
graduated from top overseas universities, including many from Australia.

Provinces and overseas universities involved in the
scheme

According to Chinese state media?, as of October 2023, Beijing, Shanghai, Chongging, Guangdong,
Shandong, Sichuan, Henan, Hebei and Shanxi have opened up their Selected and Assigned Graduate
recruitment into the civil service to Chinese overseas graduates.

The majority of these schemes use international university rankings produced by Times Higher
Education, Quacquarelli Symonds (QS), Academic Ranking of World Universities (ARWU) and U.S.
News & World Report as reference points for selecting candidates. Eligibility often extends to
graduates from the world’s top 50 to 100 universities on these rankings.

Different provinces and regions have varying eligibility requirements for their Selected and Assigned
Graduate recruitment of overseas graduates (refer Appendix A). For example, Sichuan requires the
graduate to have pursued undergraduate studies in China and earned graduate and above degree
level qualifications overseas; Chongging has set specific requirements on the field of study in-line
with local development priorities; some special positions require the graduate to have studied
abroad with Chinese government-supported scholarships/programs.

The Chinese central government also administers Selected and Assigned Graduate recruitment for
civil service positions, but these sought-after opportunities are typically channelled exclusively to a
select group of top Chinese universities, and there is currently no indication that these positions are
accessible to graduates from overseas universities.



Employment into civil service

There are mainly two ways for higher education graduates to enter the Chinese civil service: either
through the highly competitive Civil Service Exam held by both the central government and at
provincial levels, or through the Selected Graduates pathway, where governments select high-
performing fresh graduates2 from top universities and assign them into government jobs with civil
service titles.

In China, the competition for civil service positions is increasingly fierce, especially in recent years
amid rising employment pressure as these positions offer stability and often social benefits such as
household registration allocation®. The number of qualified applicants for the national Civil Service
Exam in 2023 was 2.6 million* — an increase of 600,000 from the previous year, and up by more than
1 million compared to 2020. Returned graduates are eligible for this examination, and a key
requirement is that the student is able to obtain qualification recognition by the Chinese Service
Center for Scholarly Exchange (CSCSE).

The Selected Graduates pathway, which started in the 1960s is administered by central and provincial
governments and was previously open only to graduates from top Chinese universities. This pathway
usually requires the students to demonstrate exceptional academic performance and active
involvement in key groups and/or social initiatives. Compared to regular civil servants, Selected and
Assigned Graduates often have certain advantages as they are primarily groomed as potential leaders
for the party and government. The specialised training can provide them with a clear career path and
opportunities for rapid advancement.

Experts suggest that the move to recruit overseas graduates into the civil service system through the
Selected and Assigned Graduate pathway is aimed at introducing young people with an international
outlook into China’s government talent pool.

Going forward

As the number of Chinese students pursuing education abroad continues to rise, it is likely that other
provincial governments in China may follow and open their Selected and Assigned civil service
recruitment pathway to returned graduates.

The large pool of international graduates presents an attractive talent source for the Chinese
government. However, the expansion of such opportunities would benefit it is accompanied by a
more refined and detailed selection criteria to ensure public satisfaction.

For further enquiries, please contact the Education and Research Section of the Australian Embassy in
Beijing.



mailto:education.research@dfat.gov.au

Appendix A

Disclaimer: The information presented in the below table is point-in-time desk-top research based on available
online sources and may not represent the most accurate or up-to-date information. Users are advised to
conduct thorough research and verification for detailed and precise information.

Province/Municipality

Recruitment quota

Requirements for returned graduates

Shanghai® 400 Graduates from overseas universities qualified for
direct Hukou allocation® - world’s top 50 universities

(2024) (THE QS or ARWU)

—
Beljing 460 World’s top 100 universities (ARWU)
(2024)
H 8

Chongging n/a World’s top 100 universities (QS)

(2024) Master and above degree level graduates only;
restriction on discipline applies

Guangdong® 2446 60 overseas universities

(2023)

10

Shandong 1640 Graduates from world’s top 100 universities (QS) are
eligible for the Selected and Assigned Graduate

(2024) pathway;
Graduates from overseas universities that are
recognised by the CSCSE are eligible for the non-
assigned Selected Graduates pathway

Sichuan! n/a The scheme includes 55 overseas universities

(2024) Graduates from universities that are listed in the
world’s top 50 on all four international rankings,
regardless of their majors, are eligible to apply. For
those who do not meet this criterion, eligibility is
restricted to graduates from majors that are urgently
needed by the province, as outlined in the official
document;
Open only to graduates that hold Masters or above
degree level qualification from overseas university
who have completed their undergraduate studies at
a Chinese university included in this plan.

Henan'? 390 World’s top 100 universities (ARWU)

(2023) Master and above degree level graduates only

Hebei®? 938 100 overseas universities

(2023) Master and above degree level graduates only

Shanxi®* n/a 69 overseas universities

(2023) Master and above degree level graduates only
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