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Australia’s Economic Accelerator (AEA) Innovate
Consultation Response Document
AEA Innovate Guidelines Consultation Submissions
[bookmark: _Toc126923148][bookmark: _Toc126923159][bookmark: _Toc126923318]Please use this response document to provide a submission to the Department of Education on the proposed AEA Innovate initiative. 
Completed submissions are to be submitted to AEA.Innovate@education.gov.au. Please contact the Department if you require this document in an alternate format. Submissions should not exceed 1,500 words
Submissions will close at 23.59 AEST Wednesday 3 May 2023.
Please provide your details in the table below:
	Organisation name
	Enter response here

	Organisation type (e.g. university, startup) 
	Enter response here

	Contact name
	Enter response here

	Contact email
	Enter response here

	Do you agree to have your submission published online? (If left blank, your submission will not be published on the Department’s website)
	Yes/No





Selection Criteria
For the purposes of AEA Innovate, it is proposed that grant proposals will be assessed based on the following criteria:
· Innovation and Technology readiness
·  Engagement with industry/commercial partners
·  Commercial potential and market opportunity
·  Capacity, capability, and resources for the project
·  Project impact

	Are the above criteria the right criteria and should these be weighted equally?
Note: Currently it is proposed selection criteria will be assessed in its entirety. The response to the selection criteria requires the applicant to provide a strong scientific/technical narrative that demonstrates the innovativeness, novelty and likely technical readiness of the proposed innovation and its potential for a good commercial outcome or application. This will determine the strength of the responses to the rest of the criteria. It is also expected that the application provides adequate information about the market opportunity of the innovation.

	Enter response here




	Is there anything else we should consider?

	Enter response here





Business Partnerships
AEA aims to foster deeper collaboration between Australian universities and industries, increase our sovereign capabilities and promote a stronger economy.

At least one of the Business Partner Organisations must be an Australian entity and must commit to contributing resources to a researcher’s project.

Projects seeking to spend more than 10% of the Innovate grant outside of Australia will need to justify why this is necessary.


	[bookmark: _Hlk112406624]The maximum proportion of grant-to-project budget is proposed to be 50 per cent. Comments?

	Enter response here




	What is your view that we are proposing to treat cash and in-kind contributions equally?

	Enter response here



	Should ‘business partners’ include the not-for-profit sector? Should there be any exclusions?

	Enter response here




	Would this impede market/partnership opportunities?

	Enter response here






	Is there value in more direct partnership between university innovators and industry?

	Enter response here







Intellectual Property
Applicants must provide details of Intellectual Property (IP) arrangements in their applications. This includes both the use of IP in the project and the proposed ownership rights to IP generated by the project. 
Applicants must negotiate arrangements and procedures for using and handling all IP created through the project, in a manner that maximises the benefits to Australia and the partners.
Projects are encouraged to utilise the Higher Education Research Commercialisation Intellectual Property Framework (HERC IP). 

	A focus on the program is ensuring that creators are renumerated fairly. What is the minimum threshold that should be enshrined?

	Enter response here



	How do we ensure benefits to the Australian economy from AEA funding?

	Enter response here



	How can we ensure that the complexity of IP arrangements and the speed of negotiations do not become deterrents for business investment in promising research projects?

	Enter response here



	Any additional points/comments?

	Enter response here
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