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[bookmark: _[Program_name]:_[Grant][bookmark: _Toc72223014]National Collaborative Research Infrastructure Strategy 2021 (implementing the 2020 Research Infrastructure Investment Plan) processes
The National Collaborative Research Infrastructure Strategy (NCRIS) is designed to achieve Australian Government objectives 
This grant opportunity is part of the above grant program which contributes to the Department of Education, Skills and Employment (DESE) Outcome 2.6. DESE works with stakeholders to plan and design the grant program according to the
 Commonwealth Grants Rules and Guidelines (CGRGs).


The grant opportunity opens (2020 Investment Plan)
The 2020 Investment Plan complements the 2018 Investment Plan by refreshing and resetting investment levels to 30 June 2023 by adjusting capital and additional operating funding for priority projects from 2020-21 to 2022-23 only. 
Eligible parties are invited to submit information on potential grants.

You submit information to the Research Infrastructure Investment Plan Data Collection 
You provide information that addresses the priorities in the Roadmap. You address all eligibility and other criteria to be considered for a grant. 

We assess all information received
We assess all data collected during the Investment Plan Data Collection, which may include advice from sources other than submissions from entities seeking grants.  

We make grant recommendations
We provide advice to the decision maker on the merits of the funding package based on the merits of each application. 

Grant decisions are made
The decision maker decides which applications are successful.

We notify you of the outcome
We advise you of the outcome of your submission if it proposed a grant. We may not notify unsuccessful applicants until grant agreements have been executed with successful applicants.

We enter into a grant agreement
We will enter into a grant agreement with you if successful. The type of grant agreement is based on the nature of the grant and will be proportional to the risks involved. If you have been successful in a previous Research Infrastructure Investment Plan, your previous grant agreement may be varied to include this additional grant. 



Delivery of grant
You undertake the grant activity as set out in your grant agreement. We manage the grant by working with you, monitoring your progress and making payments. 
We may seek to vary the activity following future Roadmaps and/or Investment Plans.

Evaluation of NCRIS 
We evaluate your specific grant activity and NCRIS as a whole. We base this on information you provide to us and that we collect from various sources. 


1.1	Introduction
These guidelines contain information for National Collaborative Research Infrastructure Strategy (NCRIS) grants to implement the Australian Government’s 2020 Research Infrastructure Investment Plan (Investment Plan). 
Grants under NCRIS are awarded through Investment Plans. These Investment Plans respond to recommendations in a National Research Infrastructure Roadmap. 
This document sets out:
· the purpose of the grant program and grant opportunity
· the eligibility and assessment criteria
· how potential grants are considered and selected
· how grantees are notified and receive grant payments
· how grantees will be monitored and evaluated
· responsibilities and expectations in relation to the opportunity. 
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Objectives
The objectives of NCRIS are: 
· to catalyse and support a national network of research infrastructure projects
· through this network, support high quality research that will drive greater innovation in the Australian research sector and the economy more broadly
· to empower Australian researchers to address key national and global challenges
· to support collaboration between researchers and other end users, such as industry both nationally and internationally.
Context
NCRIS was established by the Government following the March 2004 Final Report of the National Research Infrastructure Taskforce. In establishing NCRIS, the Australian Government recognised its role in bringing a more strategic direction to Australia’s investment in research infrastructure. In the 2004-05 Budget, the Government announced that NCRIS would be implemented to provide the greater focus and coordination required.
NCRIS adopts a principles-based approach through the development of Roadmaps. The following Roadmaps[footnoteRef:2] have been developed and released by the Government: [2:  https://www.dese.gov.au/national-research-infrastructure ] 

· 2006 NCRIS Strategic Roadmap
· 2008 Strategic Roadmap for Australian Research Infrastructure
· 2011 Strategic Roadmap for Australian Research Infrastructure
· 2016 National Research Infrastructure Roadmap[footnoteRef:3]. [3:  https://www.dese.gov.au/national-research-infrastructure/2016-national-research-infrastructure-roadmap ] 

The Roadmaps have been guided by the NCRIS Principles. The principles have evolved slightly 


[bookmark: _Hlk70527765]over time, and were most recently set in the 2018 NCRIS Guidelines[footnoteRef:4] as: [4:  See https://www.grants.gov.au/# or https://www.dese.gov.au/national-research-infrastructure/announcements/national-collaborative-research-infrastructure-strategy-ncris-2018-guidelines ] 

· Australia’s investment in research infrastructure should be planned and developed with the aim of maximising the contributions of the research and development system to foster innovation, economic development, national security, social wellbeing and environmental sustainability
· infrastructure resources should be focussed in areas where Australia is, or has the potential to be, world-class (in both discovery and application driven research) and provide international leadership
· major infrastructure should be developed on a collaborative, national, nonexclusive basis. Infrastructure funded through NCRIS should serve the research and innovation system broadly, not just the host/funded institutions. Funding and eligibility rules should encourage collaboration and co-investment. It should not be the function of NCRIS to support institutional level (or even small-scale collaborative) infrastructure
· access is a critical issue in the drive to optimise Australia’s research infrastructure. In terms of NCRIS funding there should be as few barriers as possible to accessing major infrastructure for those undertaking meritorious research, including the use of preferential arrangements for meritorious researchers
· due regard be given to the whole-of-life costs of major infrastructure, with funding available for operational costs where appropriate
· NCRIS should seek to enable the fuller participation of Australian researchers in the international research system
· NCRIS should enable Government initiatives which seek to maximise opportunities for industry and international engagement and commercialisation of research
· data generated, created, captured or stored by NCRIS funded projects will be made available to the wider research community based on the F.A.I.R. principles, appropriately implemented for individual research communities. Data must be stored to an appropriate level of security
· new projects, and additional investment in existing projects, should be based on a robust business case.
As a result of the application of these principles, Australia today is the beneficiary of internationally recognised and highly efficient research infrastructure that consistently delivers outstanding returns. It has been developed through the implementation of strategic roadmaps funded by successive Australian Governments, with support from state and territory governments, universities and research agencies.
The 2016 Roadmap identified the current nine priority areas that underpin research in which Australia can and needs to excel, to deliver long-term national benefit and foster strategic international partnerships. They are:
· Digital Data and eResearch Platforms
· Platforms for Humanities, Arts and Social Sciences
· Characterisation
· Advanced Fabrication and Manufacturing
· Advanced Physics and Astronomy
· Earth and Environmental Systems
· Biosecurity
· Complex Biology
· Therapeutic Development.
The 2016 Roadmap was developed by an Expert Working Group led by Australia’s then Chief Scientist through an open consultation process which involved:
· direct consultations with more than 580 stakeholders
· fifty-one site visits
· 320 submission on the EWG’s capability issues paper
· 170 comments on the draft Roadmap. 
Funding
The funding provided by successive Governments to support NCRIS comprises:
· 2005-06 to 2010-11 – original NCRIS funding of $527 million
· 2008-09 to 2013-14- Super Science Initiative funding of $989.4 million
· 2012-13 to 2013-14 - Collaborative Research Infrastructure Scheme funding of $60 million
· 2013-14 to 2014-15 – NCRIS continuation funding of $180.2 million
· 2015-16 only – NCRIS continuation funding of $150 million
· 2016-17 only – NCRIS continuation funding of $150 million
· 2017-18 - ongoing – National Innovation and Science Agenda funding of $150 million per annum, indexed)
· provides base operating funding
· 2017-18 to 2028-29 – Research Infrastructure Investment Plan (Investment Plan) funding of $1.9 billion
· which provides capital refresh funding and additional operating funding.
Note that ‘capital’ refers to the definition of research infrastructure relevant to NCRIS, i.e. “…the nationally significant assets, facilities and services that support leading-edge research and innovation. It is accessible to publicly and privately funded users across Australia, and internationally.”
Intended outcome
The intended outcome of NCRIS is to create a networked set of national research infrastructure (NRI) projects that collaboratively, efficiently and effectively address the Government’s research infrastructure investment priorities by:
· providing critical services and facilities enabling research across a whole spectrum of research
· maintaining a national research infrastructure system that delivers research excellence to drive innovation
· leveraging on strong long-term industry and research partnerships to deliver future jobs and economic growth. 
Current state
The 2016 Roadmap identified 21 NCRIS projects for base operating funding, as well as the continuation of associate membership of the European Molecular Biology Laboratory. The 21 projects are delivered through collaborations with approximately 200 delivery partners comprising universities, publicly funded research agencies and dedicated not-for-profit companies.
The Government considered and responded to the 2016 Roadmap, initially, through the 2018 Investment Plan[footnoteRef:5]. The 2018 Investment Plan was released as part of the 2018-19 Budget and announced specific funding allocations for eighteen existing NCRIS projects. It also provided funding for one new activity and eight scoping studies to explore identified potential new activities. It was implemented by the 2018 NCRIS Guidelines released on 31 May 2018. [5:  https://www.dese.gov.au/national-research-infrastructure/resources/2018-research-infrastructure-investment-plan ] 

Implementation of the 2020 Investment Plan[footnoteRef:6] will update the Government’s response to the 2016 Roadmap for the period to 30 June 2023 by refreshing and resetting investments identified in Appendix B of the 2018 Investment Plan.  [6:  https://www.dese.gov.au/2020-research-infrastructure-investment-plan/resources/2020-research-infrastructure-investment-plan ] 

These NCRIS 2021 Guidelines provide for grants to implement the 2020 Investment Plan by funding priority projects under NCRIS from 2020-21 to 2022-23. The grants comprise capital and additional operating funds[footnoteRef:7]. They are additional to grants in the NCRIS 2018 Guidelines and NCRIS earlier Guidelines.  [7:  No new base operating funding is being provided under these Guidelines. Consequently, projects will continue to receive base operating funding to 30 June 2023 as set out on the NCRIS 2018 Guidelines.] 

Future grant opportunities
Future grant opportunities may arise through the processes to determine future priorities. These are expected to be:
· a new Roadmap (expected in 2021)
· a new Investment Plan (expected in 2022).
You can register your interest in the processes to develop these at:
researchinfrastructure@DESE.gov.au 
We administer the program according to the Commonwealth Grants Rules and Guidelines (CGRGs)[footnoteRef:8]. [8:  https://www.finance.gov.au/sites/default/files/commonwealth-grants-rules-and-guidelines.pdf] 

[bookmark: _Toc63414001][bookmark: _Toc63414002][bookmark: _Toc63414003][bookmark: _Toc63414004][bookmark: _Ref485199086][bookmark: _Ref485200398][bookmark: _Toc72223016]About the 2021 NCRIS grant opportunity
The 2020 Investment Plan will refresh and reset NCRIS investments to 30 June 2023 by adjusting capital and additional operating funding only[footnoteRef:9] for investments identified in Attachment B of the 2018 Investment Plan. The 2020 Investment Plan was released as part of the 2020-21 Budget on 6 October 2020. [9:  NCRIS funding after 2022-23 will be allocated through the Roadmap (expected in 2021) and Investment Plan (expected in 2022).] 

[bookmark: _Toc494290488]This grant opportunity is to implement the 2020 Investment Plan through NCRIS[footnoteRef:10].  [10:  The 2020 Investment Plan is the second Investment Plan. The first Investment Plan was released in 2018 and was implemented by the NCRIS 2018 Guidelines. ] 

This funding will maintain the performance of the NCRIS network until 2022-23. 
The objective of this grant opportunity is to implement the 2020 Investment Plan by supporting investments identified in Attachment B of the 2018 Investment Plan with funding to meet newly emerged research infrastructure needs. 


The intended outcomes of the grant opportunity are to enhance support for world-class research by funding new investment in critical research infrastructure that will:
· allow existing NRI Investments (made through NCRIS projects) to maintain their performance in 2022-23
· implement new activities, through NCRIS, by investments in
· NRI facilities previously identified for funding post 2021-22, i.e.
· National Sea Simulator
· Coastal Vessels (Southern)
· completed scoping studies, i.e.
· Enhance Australian Community Climate and Earth System Simulator
· Humanities, Arts and Social Sciences-Indigenous Platforms
· Synthetic Biology.
[bookmark: _Toc69218104][bookmark: _Toc69218105][bookmark: _Toc61622349][bookmark: _Toc61622573][bookmark: _Toc61622797][bookmark: _Toc61623029][bookmark: _Toc61624629][bookmark: _Toc63414006][bookmark: _Toc72223017]Grant amount and grant period
[bookmark: _Toc61531527][bookmark: _Toc61614364][bookmark: _Toc61622351][bookmark: _Toc61622575][bookmark: _Toc61622799][bookmark: _Toc61623031][bookmark: _Toc61624631][bookmark: _Toc63414008][bookmark: _Toc61531528][bookmark: _Toc61614365][bookmark: _Toc61622352][bookmark: _Toc61622576][bookmark: _Toc61622800][bookmark: _Toc61623032][bookmark: _Toc61624632][bookmark: _Toc63414009][bookmark: _Toc61531529][bookmark: _Toc61614366][bookmark: _Toc61622353][bookmark: _Toc61622577][bookmark: _Toc61622801][bookmark: _Toc61623033][bookmark: _Toc61624633][bookmark: _Toc63414010][bookmark: _Toc61531530][bookmark: _Toc61614367][bookmark: _Toc61622354][bookmark: _Toc61622578][bookmark: _Toc61622802][bookmark: _Toc61623034][bookmark: _Toc61624634][bookmark: _Toc63414011][bookmark: _Toc61531531][bookmark: _Toc61614368][bookmark: _Toc61622355][bookmark: _Toc61622579][bookmark: _Toc61622803][bookmark: _Toc61623035][bookmark: _Toc61624635][bookmark: _Toc63414012][bookmark: _Toc61531532][bookmark: _Toc61614369][bookmark: _Toc61622356][bookmark: _Toc61622580][bookmark: _Toc61622804][bookmark: _Toc61623036][bookmark: _Toc61624636][bookmark: _Toc63414013][bookmark: _Toc72223018]Grants available
The Australian Government has announced a total of $4 billion over 12 years for the National Collaborative Research Infrastructure Strategy. From this amount, for this grant opportunity, $156.414 million is available over 3 years for capital and additional operating costs.
The grant opportunity will run from 2020-21 to 2022-23. 
There is no minimum grant amount.
There is no maximum grant amount, but grants cannot exceed the amount of available funds.
You are required to contribute towards the grant activities and seek other contributions. While there is no required minimum level of other contributions to be achieved, it is expected other contributions will approach 50 per cent of the grant for each project and be above 25 per cent of the grant for each project.  
[bookmark: _Toc61531534][bookmark: _Toc61614371][bookmark: _Toc61622358][bookmark: _Toc61622582][bookmark: _Toc61622806][bookmark: _Toc61623038][bookmark: _Toc61624638][bookmark: _Toc63414015][bookmark: _Toc72223019]2020 Research Infrastructure Investment Plan period
The maximum grant period is 3 years. 
You must complete your grant by 30 June 2023. 
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This grant opportunity is a closed non-competitive selection process. As the purpose of the Grant Opportunity is to refresh and reset investments made through the 2018 Investment Plan (refer Section 2.1), grants are available for Funded Activities listed in Attachment B of the 2018 Investment Plan, comprising:
· NCRIS projects implementing NRI Facilities
· NRI Investments previously identified for funding post 2020-21 
· organisations implementing completed scoping studies.
The projects and organisations eligible for a grant are listed in Appendix B.
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[bookmark: _Ref468355814][bookmark: _Toc383003258][bookmark: _Toc164844265]To be eligible your grant activity must:
· implement, operate and/or manage an identified priority NRI facility to effectively support Australian researchers and research groups in line with the Objectives of NCRIS (refer Section 2)
· directly relate to the project
· be agreed to in writing by the Department of Education, Skills and Employment. This is typically done through the Activity Plan format supplied in the grant agreement.  
[bookmark: _Toc506537727][bookmark: _Toc506537728][bookmark: _Toc506537729][bookmark: _Toc506537730][bookmark: _Toc506537731][bookmark: _Toc506537732][bookmark: _Toc506537733][bookmark: _Toc506537734][bookmark: _Toc506537735][bookmark: _Toc506537736][bookmark: _Toc506537737][bookmark: _Toc506537738][bookmark: _Toc506537739][bookmark: _Toc506537740][bookmark: _Toc506537741][bookmark: _Toc506537742][bookmark: _Toc61531567][bookmark: _Toc61614404][bookmark: _Toc61622397][bookmark: _Toc61622621][bookmark: _Toc61622845][bookmark: _Toc61623077][bookmark: _Toc61624677][bookmark: _Toc63414054][bookmark: _Toc61531568][bookmark: _Toc61614405][bookmark: _Toc61622398][bookmark: _Toc61622622][bookmark: _Toc61622846][bookmark: _Toc61623078][bookmark: _Toc61624678][bookmark: _Toc63414055][bookmark: _Toc61531569][bookmark: _Toc61614406][bookmark: _Toc61622399][bookmark: _Toc61622623][bookmark: _Toc61622847][bookmark: _Toc61623079][bookmark: _Toc61624679][bookmark: _Toc63414056][bookmark: _Toc61531570][bookmark: _Toc61614407][bookmark: _Toc61622400][bookmark: _Toc61622624][bookmark: _Toc61622848][bookmark: _Toc61623080][bookmark: _Toc61624680][bookmark: _Toc63414057][bookmark: _Toc61531571][bookmark: _Toc61614408][bookmark: _Toc61622401][bookmark: _Toc61622625][bookmark: _Toc61622849][bookmark: _Toc61623081][bookmark: _Toc61624681][bookmark: _Toc63414058][bookmark: _Toc61531572][bookmark: _Toc61614409][bookmark: _Toc61622402][bookmark: _Toc61622626][bookmark: _Toc61622850][bookmark: _Toc61623082][bookmark: _Toc61624682][bookmark: _Toc63414059][bookmark: _Toc61531573][bookmark: _Toc61614410][bookmark: _Toc61622403][bookmark: _Toc61622627][bookmark: _Toc61622851][bookmark: _Toc61623083][bookmark: _Toc61624683][bookmark: _Toc63414060][bookmark: _Toc72223024]Eligible expenditure 
You can only spend the grant on eligible expenditure you have incurred on agreed project activities.
Eligible expenditure items are:
· operation, management and governance costs
· salaries and on-costs for technical staff
· infrastructure maintenance
· infrastructure upgrades
· utilities
· rent
· consumables
· international travel and engagement
· industry and end user engagement
· outreach activities
· indirect costs of researchers using NCRIS infrastructure, such as researcher accommodation, where it is necessary for the supervision of research experiments and no reasonable alternative exists, for example the infrastructure is located out of a metropolitan area
· project wind-up for any project identified for defunding
· scoping activities required to effectively investigate potential new projects identified in Investment Plans or as otherwise determined by the Minister for Education and Youth
· other, single cost activities that enhance the research infrastructure openly accessible by Australian researchers (examples might include international access or membership fees)
· other agreed expenses necessary for the proper functioning of the national research infrastructure project. 
We may update the guidelines on eligible and ineligible expenditure from time to time. The version in place when you received your grant applies to your grant activity.
Not all expenditure on your project may be eligible for grant funding. The Program Delegate makes the final decision on what is eligible expenditure and may give additional guidance on eligible expenditure if required. 
[bookmark: _Toc506537745][bookmark: _Toc506537746][bookmark: _Toc506537747][bookmark: _Toc506537748][bookmark: _Toc506537749][bookmark: _Toc506537751][bookmark: _Toc506537752][bookmark: _Toc506537753][bookmark: _Toc506537754][bookmark: _Toc506537755][bookmark: _Toc506537756][bookmark: _Toc506537757][bookmark: _Toc72223025]What the grant money cannot be used for
[bookmark: _Ref468355804]You cannot use the grant for the following activities:
· approval, compliance or other activities associated with Commonwealth Property Management Framework and/or Two-Stage-Capital Works processes
· administrative activities that are not directly applicable to, and additionally incurred for, the operation of the project, unless the primary role of your entity is the management of a National Collaborative Research Infrastructure Strategy project
· the same specific, identifiable costs for which you receive funding from another Commonwealth government source. For example, grant money should only meet residual and unmet costs associated with research infrastructure funded in whole or in part by the Australian Research Council’s Linkage Infrastructure, Equipment and Facilities program. 

[bookmark: _Toc61531576][bookmark: _Toc61614413][bookmark: _Toc61622406][bookmark: _Toc61622630][bookmark: _Toc61622854][bookmark: _Toc61623086][bookmark: _Toc61624686][bookmark: _Toc63414063][bookmark: _Toc61531577][bookmark: _Toc61614414][bookmark: _Toc61622407][bookmark: _Toc61622631][bookmark: _Toc61622855][bookmark: _Toc61623087][bookmark: _Toc61624687][bookmark: _Toc63414064][bookmark: _Toc61531578][bookmark: _Toc61614415][bookmark: _Toc61622408][bookmark: _Toc61622632][bookmark: _Toc61622856][bookmark: _Toc61623088][bookmark: _Toc61624688][bookmark: _Toc63414065][bookmark: _Toc61531579][bookmark: _Toc61614416][bookmark: _Toc61622409][bookmark: _Toc61622633][bookmark: _Toc61622857][bookmark: _Toc61623089][bookmark: _Toc61624689][bookmark: _Toc63414066][bookmark: _Toc61531580][bookmark: _Toc61614417][bookmark: _Toc61622410][bookmark: _Toc61622634][bookmark: _Toc61622858][bookmark: _Toc61623090][bookmark: _Toc61624690][bookmark: _Toc63414067][bookmark: _Toc61531581][bookmark: _Toc61614418][bookmark: _Toc61622411][bookmark: _Toc61622635][bookmark: _Toc61622859][bookmark: _Toc61623091][bookmark: _Toc61624691][bookmark: _Toc63414068][bookmark: _Toc61531582][bookmark: _Toc61614419][bookmark: _Toc61622412][bookmark: _Toc61622636][bookmark: _Toc61622860][bookmark: _Toc61623092][bookmark: _Toc61624692][bookmark: _Toc63414069][bookmark: _Toc61531583][bookmark: _Toc61614420][bookmark: _Toc61622413][bookmark: _Toc61622637][bookmark: _Toc61622861][bookmark: _Toc61623093][bookmark: _Toc61624693][bookmark: _Toc63414070][bookmark: _Toc61531584][bookmark: _Toc61614421][bookmark: _Toc61622414][bookmark: _Toc61622638][bookmark: _Toc61622862][bookmark: _Toc61623094][bookmark: _Toc61624694][bookmark: _Toc63414071][bookmark: _Toc61531585][bookmark: _Toc61614422][bookmark: _Toc61622415][bookmark: _Toc61622639][bookmark: _Toc61622863][bookmark: _Toc61623095][bookmark: _Toc61624695][bookmark: _Toc63414072][bookmark: _Toc61531586][bookmark: _Toc61614423][bookmark: _Toc61622416][bookmark: _Toc61622640][bookmark: _Toc61622864][bookmark: _Toc61623096][bookmark: _Toc61624696][bookmark: _Toc63414073][bookmark: _Toc61531587][bookmark: _Toc61614424][bookmark: _Toc61622417][bookmark: _Toc61622641][bookmark: _Toc61622865][bookmark: _Toc61623097][bookmark: _Toc61624697][bookmark: _Toc63414074][bookmark: _Toc61531588][bookmark: _Toc61614425][bookmark: _Toc61622418][bookmark: _Toc61622642][bookmark: _Toc61622866][bookmark: _Toc61623098][bookmark: _Toc61624698][bookmark: _Toc63414075][bookmark: _Toc61531589][bookmark: _Toc61614426][bookmark: _Toc61622419][bookmark: _Toc61622643][bookmark: _Toc61622867][bookmark: _Toc61623099][bookmark: _Toc61624699][bookmark: _Toc63414076][bookmark: _Toc61531590][bookmark: _Toc61614427][bookmark: _Toc61622420][bookmark: _Toc61622644][bookmark: _Toc61622868][bookmark: _Toc61623100][bookmark: _Toc61624700][bookmark: _Toc63414077][bookmark: _Toc61531591][bookmark: _Toc61614428][bookmark: _Toc61622421][bookmark: _Toc61622645][bookmark: _Toc61622869][bookmark: _Toc61623101][bookmark: _Toc61624701][bookmark: _Toc63414078][bookmark: _Toc494290504][bookmark: _Toc494290505][bookmark: _Toc494290506][bookmark: _Toc494290507][bookmark: _Toc494290508][bookmark: _Toc494290509][bookmark: _Toc494290510][bookmark: _Toc494290511][bookmark: _Ref485221187][bookmark: _Toc72223026]The assessment criteria
Potential grants as described in your proposal are considered against the following criteria:
· alignment with Australian Government priorities, including
· at least one of the nine priority areas in the 2016 Roadmap[footnoteRef:11] (refer Section 2) [11:  https://www.dese.gov.au/national-research-infrastructure/2016-national-research-infrastructure-roadmap ] 

· at least one of the priority investments in the 2018 Investment Plan[footnoteRef:12] (refer Section 2) [12:  https://www.dese.gov.au/national-research-infrastructure/resources/2018-research-infrastructure-investment-plan ] 

· where relevant, support required for other Government priorities, including the Reef Restoration and Adaptation Plan
· outcomes of scoping studies funded through the 2018 NCRIS Guidelines and completed[footnoteRef:13] (refer Section 2) [13:  See https://www.grants.gov.au/# or https://www.dese.gov.au/national-research-infrastructure/announcements/national-collaborative-research-infrastructure-strategy-ncris-2018-guidelines ] 

· urgency of investment to meet research community needs, including at least one factor showing that funding is required no later than 2022-23
· total cost to maintain or deliver priority national research infrastructure
· benefits to researchers, including, but not limited to, access to improved research infrastructure, access to new types of research infrastructure and the expected impacts on the timeliness, quality and scope of research that can be conducted
· strategic balance of investment across the national research infrastructure network. 
These criteria are equally weighted. 

[bookmark: _Toc61614430][bookmark: _Toc61622423][bookmark: _Toc61622647][bookmark: _Toc61622871][bookmark: _Toc61623103][bookmark: _Toc61624703][bookmark: _Toc63414080][bookmark: _Toc61614431][bookmark: _Toc61622424][bookmark: _Toc61622648][bookmark: _Toc61622872][bookmark: _Toc61623104][bookmark: _Toc61624704][bookmark: _Toc63414081][bookmark: _Toc61614432][bookmark: _Toc61622425][bookmark: _Toc61622649][bookmark: _Toc61622873][bookmark: _Toc61623105][bookmark: _Toc61624705][bookmark: _Toc63414082][bookmark: _Toc61614433][bookmark: _Toc61622426][bookmark: _Toc61622650][bookmark: _Toc61622874][bookmark: _Toc61623106][bookmark: _Toc61624706][bookmark: _Toc63414083][bookmark: _Toc61614434][bookmark: _Toc61622427][bookmark: _Toc61622651][bookmark: _Toc61622875][bookmark: _Toc61623107][bookmark: _Toc61624707][bookmark: _Toc63414084][bookmark: _Toc61614435][bookmark: _Toc61622428][bookmark: _Toc61622652][bookmark: _Toc61622876][bookmark: _Toc61623108][bookmark: _Toc61624708][bookmark: _Toc63414085][bookmark: _Toc61614436][bookmark: _Toc61622429][bookmark: _Toc61622653][bookmark: _Toc61622877][bookmark: _Toc61623109][bookmark: _Toc61624709][bookmark: _Toc63414086][bookmark: _Toc61614437][bookmark: _Toc61622430][bookmark: _Toc61622654][bookmark: _Toc61622878][bookmark: _Toc61623110][bookmark: _Toc61624710][bookmark: _Toc63414087][bookmark: _Toc61614438][bookmark: _Toc61622431][bookmark: _Toc61622655][bookmark: _Toc61622879][bookmark: _Toc61623111][bookmark: _Toc61624711][bookmark: _Toc63414088][bookmark: _Toc61614439][bookmark: _Toc61622432][bookmark: _Toc61622656][bookmark: _Toc61622880][bookmark: _Toc61623112][bookmark: _Toc61624712][bookmark: _Toc63414089][bookmark: _Toc61614440][bookmark: _Toc61622433][bookmark: _Toc61622657][bookmark: _Toc61622881][bookmark: _Toc61623113][bookmark: _Toc61624713][bookmark: _Toc63414090][bookmark: _Toc61614441][bookmark: _Toc61622434][bookmark: _Toc61622658][bookmark: _Toc61622882][bookmark: _Toc61623114][bookmark: _Toc61624714][bookmark: _Toc63414091][bookmark: _Toc61614442][bookmark: _Toc61622435][bookmark: _Toc61622659][bookmark: _Toc61622883][bookmark: _Toc61623115][bookmark: _Toc61624715][bookmark: _Toc63414092][bookmark: _Toc61614443][bookmark: _Toc61622436][bookmark: _Toc61622660][bookmark: _Toc61622884][bookmark: _Toc61623116][bookmark: _Toc61624716][bookmark: _Toc63414093][bookmark: _Toc61614444][bookmark: _Toc61622437][bookmark: _Toc61622661][bookmark: _Toc61622885][bookmark: _Toc61623117][bookmark: _Toc61624717][bookmark: _Toc63414094][bookmark: _Toc61614445][bookmark: _Toc61622438][bookmark: _Toc61622662][bookmark: _Toc61622886][bookmark: _Toc61623118][bookmark: _Toc61624718][bookmark: _Toc63414095][bookmark: _Toc61614446][bookmark: _Toc61622439][bookmark: _Toc61622663][bookmark: _Toc61622887][bookmark: _Toc61623119][bookmark: _Toc61624719][bookmark: _Toc63414096][bookmark: _Toc61614447][bookmark: _Toc61622440][bookmark: _Toc61622664][bookmark: _Toc61622888][bookmark: _Toc61623120][bookmark: _Toc61624720][bookmark: _Toc63414097][bookmark: _Toc61614448][bookmark: _Toc61622441][bookmark: _Toc61622665][bookmark: _Toc61622889][bookmark: _Toc61623121][bookmark: _Toc61624721][bookmark: _Toc63414098][bookmark: _Toc61614449][bookmark: _Toc61622442][bookmark: _Toc61622666][bookmark: _Toc61622890][bookmark: _Toc61623122][bookmark: _Toc61624722][bookmark: _Toc63414099][bookmark: _Toc61614450][bookmark: _Toc61622443][bookmark: _Toc61622667][bookmark: _Toc61622891][bookmark: _Toc61623123][bookmark: _Toc61624723][bookmark: _Toc63414100][bookmark: _Toc61614451][bookmark: _Toc61622444][bookmark: _Toc61622668][bookmark: _Toc61622892][bookmark: _Toc61623124][bookmark: _Toc61624724][bookmark: _Toc63414101][bookmark: _Toc61614452][bookmark: _Toc61622445][bookmark: _Toc61622669][bookmark: _Toc61622893][bookmark: _Toc61623125][bookmark: _Toc61624725][bookmark: _Toc63414102][bookmark: _Toc61614453][bookmark: _Toc61622446][bookmark: _Toc61622670][bookmark: _Toc61622894][bookmark: _Toc61623126][bookmark: _Toc61624726][bookmark: _Toc63414103][bookmark: _Toc61614454][bookmark: _Toc61622447][bookmark: _Toc61622671][bookmark: _Toc61622895][bookmark: _Toc61623127][bookmark: _Toc61624727][bookmark: _Toc63414104][bookmark: _Toc72223027][bookmark: _Toc164844283][bookmark: _Toc383003272]How to submit information
[bookmark: _Hlk61615139]You should propose to the department how you will expend grant funding on activities. The proposal should address:
· the objective of the activity
· anticipated achievements
· key challenges and risks
· duration
· methodology
· key performance indicators and associated targets and dates
· the budget for the activity.
If You were selected to provide information, You are responsible for ensuring that your information is complete and accurate. Giving false or misleading information is a serious offence under the Criminal Code 1995 and we will investigate any false or misleading information and may exclude you from further consideration.
If you find an error in your information after submitting it, you should contact us immediately at NCRIS@dese.gov.au. 
You should keep a copy of your information and any supporting documents.
We will acknowledge that we have received your submission within three working days.
[bookmark: _Toc61614456][bookmark: _Toc61622449][bookmark: _Toc61622673][bookmark: _Toc61622897][bookmark: _Toc61623129][bookmark: _Toc61624729][bookmark: _Toc63414106][bookmark: _Toc61614457][bookmark: _Toc61622450][bookmark: _Toc61622674][bookmark: _Toc61622898][bookmark: _Toc61623130][bookmark: _Toc61624730][bookmark: _Toc63414107][bookmark: _Toc61614458][bookmark: _Toc61622451][bookmark: _Toc61622675][bookmark: _Toc61622899][bookmark: _Toc61623131][bookmark: _Toc61624731][bookmark: _Toc63414108][bookmark: _Toc61614459][bookmark: _Toc61622452][bookmark: _Toc61622676][bookmark: _Toc61622900][bookmark: _Toc61623132][bookmark: _Toc61624732][bookmark: _Toc63414109][bookmark: _Toc61614460][bookmark: _Toc61622453][bookmark: _Toc61622677][bookmark: _Toc61622901][bookmark: _Toc61623133][bookmark: _Toc61624733][bookmark: _Toc63414110][bookmark: _Toc61614461][bookmark: _Toc61622454][bookmark: _Toc61622678][bookmark: _Toc61622902][bookmark: _Toc61623134][bookmark: _Toc61624734][bookmark: _Toc63414111][bookmark: _Toc61614462][bookmark: _Toc61622455][bookmark: _Toc61622679][bookmark: _Toc61622903][bookmark: _Toc61623135][bookmark: _Toc61624735][bookmark: _Toc63414112][bookmark: _Toc61614463][bookmark: _Toc61622456][bookmark: _Toc61622680][bookmark: _Toc61622904][bookmark: _Toc61623136][bookmark: _Toc61624736][bookmark: _Toc63414113][bookmark: _Toc61614464][bookmark: _Toc61622457][bookmark: _Toc61622681][bookmark: _Toc61622905][bookmark: _Toc61623137][bookmark: _Toc61624737][bookmark: _Toc63414114][bookmark: _Toc61614465][bookmark: _Toc61622458][bookmark: _Toc61622682][bookmark: _Toc61622906][bookmark: _Toc61623138][bookmark: _Toc61624738][bookmark: _Toc63414115][bookmark: _Toc61614466][bookmark: _Toc61622459][bookmark: _Toc61622683][bookmark: _Toc61622907][bookmark: _Toc61623139][bookmark: _Toc61624739][bookmark: _Toc63414116][bookmark: _Toc61614467][bookmark: _Toc61622460][bookmark: _Toc61622684][bookmark: _Toc61622908][bookmark: _Toc61623140][bookmark: _Toc61624740][bookmark: _Toc63414117][bookmark: _Toc61614468][bookmark: _Toc61622461][bookmark: _Toc61622685][bookmark: _Toc61622909][bookmark: _Toc61623141][bookmark: _Toc61624741][bookmark: _Toc63414118][bookmark: _Toc61614469][bookmark: _Toc61622462][bookmark: _Toc61622686][bookmark: _Toc61622910][bookmark: _Toc61623142][bookmark: _Toc61624742][bookmark: _Toc63414119][bookmark: _Toc61614470][bookmark: _Toc61622463][bookmark: _Toc61622687][bookmark: _Toc61622911][bookmark: _Toc61623143][bookmark: _Toc61624743][bookmark: _Toc63414120][bookmark: _Toc61614471][bookmark: _Toc61622464][bookmark: _Toc61622688][bookmark: _Toc61622912][bookmark: _Toc61623144][bookmark: _Toc61624744][bookmark: _Toc63414121][bookmark: _Toc61614472][bookmark: _Toc61622465][bookmark: _Toc61622689][bookmark: _Toc61622913][bookmark: _Toc61623145][bookmark: _Toc61624745][bookmark: _Toc63414122][bookmark: _Toc72223028]Joint (consortia) project delivery
We recognise that some organisations may want to join together as a group to deliver a project.  
In these circumstances, you must appoint a ‘lead organisation’. Only the lead organisation can submit the application form and enter into a grant agreement with the Commonwealth. The application must identify all other members of the proposed group. 
You must have a formal arrangement in place with all parties prior to execution of the agreement. 
[bookmark: _Toc72223029]Timing of grant opportunity processes
The 2020 Investment Plan has been approved by the Australian Government and announced. 
Negotiation and award of new grant agreements is expected to occur within one month of the release of these guidelines. It is expected they will be executed by 31 March 2021. 
Negotiation and execution of grant agreement variations for existing projects is expected to occur prior to 30 June 2021. 
If you are awarded a grant, we expect you will be able to commence your grant activity around March 2021. 
[bookmark: _Toc61622468][bookmark: _Toc61622692][bookmark: _Toc61622916][bookmark: _Toc61623148][bookmark: _Toc61624748][bookmark: _Toc63414125][bookmark: _Toc61614475][bookmark: _Toc61622469][bookmark: _Toc61622693][bookmark: _Toc61622917][bookmark: _Toc61623149][bookmark: _Toc61624749][bookmark: _Toc63414126][bookmark: _Toc61614497][bookmark: _Toc61622491][bookmark: _Toc61622715][bookmark: _Toc61622939][bookmark: _Toc61623171][bookmark: _Toc61624771][bookmark: _Toc63414148][bookmark: _Toc72223030]Questions on the submission process
If you have any questions, contact the Department of Education, Skills and Employment by emailing NCRIS@dese.gov.au .
The Department of Education, Skills and Employment will respond to emailed questions within five working days.

[bookmark: _Toc72223031]The grant selection process
[bookmark: _Toc61622494][bookmark: _Toc61622718][bookmark: _Toc61622942][bookmark: _Toc61623174][bookmark: _Toc61624774][bookmark: _Toc63414151][bookmark: _Toc61622495][bookmark: _Toc61622719][bookmark: _Toc61622943][bookmark: _Toc61623175][bookmark: _Toc61624775][bookmark: _Toc63414152][bookmark: _Toc61622496][bookmark: _Toc61622720][bookmark: _Toc61622944][bookmark: _Toc61623176][bookmark: _Toc61624776][bookmark: _Toc63414153][bookmark: _Toc61622497][bookmark: _Toc61622721][bookmark: _Toc61622945][bookmark: _Toc61623177][bookmark: _Toc61624777][bookmark: _Toc63414154][bookmark: _Toc61622498][bookmark: _Toc61622722][bookmark: _Toc61622946][bookmark: _Toc61623178][bookmark: _Toc61624778][bookmark: _Toc63414155][bookmark: _Toc61622499][bookmark: _Toc61622723][bookmark: _Toc61622947][bookmark: _Toc61623179][bookmark: _Toc61624779][bookmark: _Toc63414156][bookmark: _Toc61622500][bookmark: _Toc61622724][bookmark: _Toc61622948][bookmark: _Toc61623180][bookmark: _Toc61624780][bookmark: _Toc63414157][bookmark: _Toc61622501][bookmark: _Toc61622725][bookmark: _Toc61622949][bookmark: _Toc61623181][bookmark: _Toc61624781][bookmark: _Toc63414158][bookmark: _Toc72223032]Consideration of potential grants 
We will assess your application against the assessment criteria (see Section 6). We consider your application on its merits, based on: 
· the overall objectives to be achieved in providing the grant
· the relative value of the grant sought
· the extent to which the evidence in your proposal demonstrates that it will contribute to meeting the outcomes/objectives
· how the grant will target support to researchers and research groups in line with the 2016 Roadmap Priority areas
· how the grant will complement research infrastructure funded through the 2018 Investment Plan.
[bookmark: _Toc70527532][bookmark: _Toc69218122][bookmark: _Toc69218123][bookmark: _Toc61622503][bookmark: _Toc61622727][bookmark: _Toc61622951][bookmark: _Toc61623183][bookmark: _Toc61624783][bookmark: _Toc63414160][bookmark: _Toc61614501][bookmark: _Toc61622504][bookmark: _Toc61622728][bookmark: _Toc61622952][bookmark: _Toc61623184][bookmark: _Toc61624784][bookmark: _Toc63414161][bookmark: _Toc61614502][bookmark: _Toc61622505][bookmark: _Toc61622729][bookmark: _Toc61622953][bookmark: _Toc61623185][bookmark: _Toc61624785][bookmark: _Toc63414162][bookmark: _Toc61614503][bookmark: _Toc61622506][bookmark: _Toc61622730][bookmark: _Toc61622954][bookmark: _Toc61623186][bookmark: _Toc61624786][bookmark: _Toc63414163][bookmark: _Toc61614504][bookmark: _Toc61622507][bookmark: _Toc61622731][bookmark: _Toc61622955][bookmark: _Toc61623187][bookmark: _Toc61624787][bookmark: _Toc63414164][bookmark: _Toc61614505][bookmark: _Toc61622508][bookmark: _Toc61622732][bookmark: _Toc61622956][bookmark: _Toc61623188][bookmark: _Toc61624788][bookmark: _Toc63414165][bookmark: _Toc61614506][bookmark: _Toc61622509][bookmark: _Toc61622733][bookmark: _Toc61622957][bookmark: _Toc61623189][bookmark: _Toc61624789][bookmark: _Toc63414166][bookmark: _Toc61614507][bookmark: _Toc61622510][bookmark: _Toc61622734][bookmark: _Toc61622958][bookmark: _Toc61623190][bookmark: _Toc61624790][bookmark: _Toc63414167][bookmark: _Toc61614508][bookmark: _Toc61622511][bookmark: _Toc61622735][bookmark: _Toc61622959][bookmark: _Toc61623191][bookmark: _Toc61624791][bookmark: _Toc63414168][bookmark: _Toc61614509][bookmark: _Toc61622512][bookmark: _Toc61622736][bookmark: _Toc61622960][bookmark: _Toc61623192][bookmark: _Toc61624792][bookmark: _Toc63414169][bookmark: _Toc61614510][bookmark: _Toc61622513][bookmark: _Toc61622737][bookmark: _Toc61622961][bookmark: _Toc61623193][bookmark: _Toc61624793][bookmark: _Toc63414170][bookmark: _Toc61614511][bookmark: _Toc61622514][bookmark: _Toc61622738][bookmark: _Toc61622962][bookmark: _Toc61623194][bookmark: _Toc61624794][bookmark: _Toc63414171][bookmark: _Toc61614512][bookmark: _Toc61622515][bookmark: _Toc61622739][bookmark: _Toc61622963][bookmark: _Toc61623195][bookmark: _Toc61624795][bookmark: _Toc63414172][bookmark: _Toc72223033]Who approves the grants?
Financial approval of grants under Section 23(3) of the Public Governance, Performance and Accountability Act (PGPA) will be made by the First Assistant Secretary, Higher Education Division, DESE, or other relevant delegate in accordance with DESE’s Accountable Authority Instructions and financial delegations, taking into account Government decisions on the package of measures that comprise 2020 Investment Plan and the availability of grant funds for the purposes of the grant program. 
The decision is final in all matters, including:
· the approval of the grant
· the grant funding amount to be awarded
· the terms and conditions of the grant. 
There is no appeal mechanism for decisions to approve or not approve a grant.

[bookmark: _Toc72223034]Notification of grant outcomes
If your submission included a proposal for grant funding, we will advise you of the outcome in writing. If you were successful, we will advise you of any specific conditions attached to the grant. 
You can submit a new proposal for the same grant (or a similar grant) in any future grant opportunities under the program. You should include new or more information to address any weaknesses that may have prevented your previous submission from being successful.
[bookmark: _Toc72223035]Feedback on your application
If you are unsuccessful, you may ask for feedback within one month of being advised of the outcome. We will give written feedback within one month of your request.

[bookmark: _Toc61614516][bookmark: _Toc61622519][bookmark: _Toc61622743][bookmark: _Toc61622967][bookmark: _Toc61623199][bookmark: _Toc61624799][bookmark: _Toc63414176][bookmark: _Toc61614517][bookmark: _Toc61622520][bookmark: _Toc61622744][bookmark: _Toc61622968][bookmark: _Toc61623200][bookmark: _Toc61624800][bookmark: _Toc63414177][bookmark: _Toc61614518][bookmark: _Toc61622521][bookmark: _Toc61622745][bookmark: _Toc61622969][bookmark: _Toc61623201][bookmark: _Toc61624801][bookmark: _Toc63414178][bookmark: _Toc61614519][bookmark: _Toc61622522][bookmark: _Toc61622746][bookmark: _Toc61622970][bookmark: _Toc61623202][bookmark: _Toc61624802][bookmark: _Toc63414179][bookmark: _Toc72223036]Successful grants 
[bookmark: _Toc72223037]The grant agreement
[bookmark: _Toc466898121]You must enter into a legally binding grant agreement with the Commonwealth. 
Each agreement has general terms and conditions that cannot be changed. Sample grant agreements are available on GrantConnect. 
We must execute a grant agreement with you before we can make any payments. We are not responsible for any of your expenditure until a grant agreement is executed. If you choose to start your grant activities before you have an executed grant agreement, you do so at your own risk.
Your grant agreement may have specific conditions determined by the assessment process or other considerations made by the Program Delegate. We will identify these in the agreement. 
The Commonwealth may recover grant funds if there is a breach of the grant agreement.
Standard Grant Agreement
We will use a standard grant agreement. 
You will have 30 days from the date of a written offer to execute this grant agreement with the Commonwealth (‘execute’ means both you and the Commonwealth have signed the agreement). During this time, we will work with you to finalise details. 
The offer may lapse if both parties do not sign the grant agreement within this time. Under certain circumstances, we may extend this period. We base the approval of your grant on the information you provide in your application.
You may request changes to the grant agreement. However, we will review any required changes to these details to ensure they do not impact the grant as approved by the Program Delegate. 
[bookmark: _Toc61614522][bookmark: _Toc61622525][bookmark: _Toc61622749][bookmark: _Toc61622973][bookmark: _Toc61623205][bookmark: _Toc61624805][bookmark: _Toc63414182][bookmark: _Toc61614523][bookmark: _Toc61622526][bookmark: _Toc61622750][bookmark: _Toc61622974][bookmark: _Toc61623206][bookmark: _Toc61624806][bookmark: _Toc63414183][bookmark: _Toc61614524][bookmark: _Toc61622527][bookmark: _Toc61622751][bookmark: _Toc61622975][bookmark: _Toc61623207][bookmark: _Toc61624807][bookmark: _Toc63414184][bookmark: _Toc61614525][bookmark: _Toc61622528][bookmark: _Toc61622752][bookmark: _Toc61622976][bookmark: _Toc61623208][bookmark: _Toc61624808][bookmark: _Toc63414185][bookmark: _Toc61614526][bookmark: _Toc61622529][bookmark: _Toc61622753][bookmark: _Toc61622977][bookmark: _Toc61623209][bookmark: _Toc61624809][bookmark: _Toc63414186][bookmark: _Toc61614527][bookmark: _Toc61622530][bookmark: _Toc61622754][bookmark: _Toc61622978][bookmark: _Toc61623210][bookmark: _Toc61624810][bookmark: _Toc63414187][bookmark: _Toc61614528][bookmark: _Toc61622531][bookmark: _Toc61622755][bookmark: _Toc61622979][bookmark: _Toc61623211][bookmark: _Toc61624811][bookmark: _Toc63414188][bookmark: _Toc61614529][bookmark: _Toc61622532][bookmark: _Toc61622756][bookmark: _Toc61622980][bookmark: _Toc61623212][bookmark: _Toc61624812][bookmark: _Toc63414189][bookmark: _Toc61614530][bookmark: _Toc61622533][bookmark: _Toc61622757][bookmark: _Toc61622981][bookmark: _Toc61623213][bookmark: _Toc61624813][bookmark: _Toc63414190][bookmark: _Toc61614531][bookmark: _Toc61622534][bookmark: _Toc61622758][bookmark: _Toc61622982][bookmark: _Toc61623214][bookmark: _Toc61624814][bookmark: _Toc63414191][bookmark: _Toc72223038]How we pay the grant
[bookmark: _Toc466898122]The grant agreement will state the:
· maximum grant amount to be paid
· schedule of payments
· schedule of deliverable milestones
· reporting requirements.
We will not exceed the maximum grant amount under any circumstances. If you incur extra costs, you must meet them yourself.
We will make payments according to an agreed schedule set out in the grant agreement. Payments are subject to satisfactory progress on the grant activity.
[bookmark: _Toc61614533][bookmark: _Toc61622536][bookmark: _Toc61622760][bookmark: _Toc61622984][bookmark: _Toc61623216][bookmark: _Toc61624816][bookmark: _Toc63414193][bookmark: _Toc61614534][bookmark: _Toc61622537][bookmark: _Toc61622761][bookmark: _Toc61622985][bookmark: _Toc61623217][bookmark: _Toc61624817][bookmark: _Toc63414194][bookmark: _Toc61614535][bookmark: _Toc61622538][bookmark: _Toc61622762][bookmark: _Toc61622986][bookmark: _Toc61623218][bookmark: _Toc61624818][bookmark: _Toc63414195][bookmark: _Toc72223039]Grants Payments and GST
Payments will be ‘GST Inclusive’. If you are registered for the Goods and Services Tax (GST), where applicable, we will add GST to your grant payment and issue you with a Recipient Created Tax Invoice.
Grants are assessable income for taxation purposes, unless exempted by a taxation law. We recommend you seek independent professional advice on your taxation obligations or seek assistance from the Australian Taxation Office.[footnoteRef:14] We do not provide advice on your particular taxation circumstances. 
 [14:  https://www.ato.gov.au/ ] 

[bookmark: _Toc494290551][bookmark: _Toc485726977][bookmark: _Toc485736597][bookmark: _Toc72223040][bookmark: _Toc164844284]Announcement of grants
Grants will be listed on the GrantConnect website 21 calendar days after the date of effect as required by Section 5.3 of the CGRGs. 

[bookmark: _Toc61614538][bookmark: _Toc61622541][bookmark: _Toc61622765][bookmark: _Toc61622989][bookmark: _Toc61623221][bookmark: _Toc61624821][bookmark: _Toc63414198][bookmark: _Toc72223041]How we monitor your grant activity
[bookmark: _Toc61614540][bookmark: _Toc61622543][bookmark: _Toc61622767][bookmark: _Toc61622991][bookmark: _Toc61623223][bookmark: _Toc61624823][bookmark: _Toc63414200][bookmark: _Toc61614541][bookmark: _Toc61622544][bookmark: _Toc61622768][bookmark: _Toc61622992][bookmark: _Toc61623224][bookmark: _Toc61624824][bookmark: _Toc63414201][bookmark: _Toc61614542][bookmark: _Toc61622545][bookmark: _Toc61622769][bookmark: _Toc61622993][bookmark: _Toc61623225][bookmark: _Toc61624825][bookmark: _Toc63414202][bookmark: _Toc72223042]Keeping us informed
You should let us know if anything is likely to affect your grant activity or organisation. 
We need to know of any key changes to your organisation or its business activities, particularly if they affect your ability to complete your grant, carry on business and pay debts due.
You must also inform us of any changes to your:
· name
· addresses
· nominated contact details, and/or
· bank account details. 
If you become aware of a breach of terms and conditions under the grant agreement, you must contact us immediately. 
You must notify us of events relating to your grant and provide an opportunity for the Minister or their representative to attend.
[bookmark: _Toc61614544][bookmark: _Toc61622547][bookmark: _Toc61622771][bookmark: _Toc61622995][bookmark: _Toc61623227][bookmark: _Toc61624827][bookmark: _Toc63414204][bookmark: _Toc72223043]Reporting 
You must submit reports in line with the grant agreement. We will provide sample templates for these reports as appendices in the grant agreement. We will expect you to report on:
· progress against agreed grant activity milestones and outcomes
· contributions of participants and other parties directly related to the grant activity or project
· expenditure of the grant.
The amount of detail you provide in your reports should be relative to the size, complexity and grant amount. 
We will monitor progress by assessing reports you submit and may conduct site visits or request records to confirm details of your reports if necessary. Occasionally we may need to re-examine claims, seek further information or request an independent audit of claims and payments. 
[bookmark: _Toc468693655][bookmark: _Toc509838910]Progress reports 
Progress reports must:
· include evidence of your progress towards completion of agreed activities and outcomes
· show the total eligible expenditure incurred to date
· be in the format provided in the grant agreement
· be submitted by the report due date (you can submit reports ahead of time if you have completed relevant activities).
We will only make grant payments when we receive satisfactory progress reports. 
You must discuss any reporting delays with us as soon as you become aware of them.
[bookmark: _Toc509838911][bookmark: _Toc468693656]Ad-hoc reports 
We may ask you for ad-hoc reports on your grant. This may be to provide an update on progress, or any significant delays or difficulties in completing the grant activity. 
[bookmark: _Toc509838912]Final report 
When you complete the grant activity or project, you must submit a final report.
Final reports must:
· identify if and how outcomes have been achieved
· include the agreed evidence as specified in the grant agreement
· identify the total eligible expenditure incurred
· be submitted within 90 days of completion in the format provided in the grant agreement.
[bookmark: _Toc509572409][bookmark: _Toc509572410][bookmark: _Toc509572411][bookmark: _Toc72223044]Audited financial acquittal report
We may ask you to provide a declaration that the grant money was spent in accordance with the grant agreement and to report on any underspends of the grant money.
We may ask you to provide an independently audited financial acquittal report. A financial acquittal report will verify that you spent the grant in accordance with the grant agreement. The financial acquittal report template is attached to the sample grant agreement.
[bookmark: _Toc61614547][bookmark: _Toc61622550][bookmark: _Toc61622774][bookmark: _Toc61622998][bookmark: _Toc61623230][bookmark: _Toc61624830][bookmark: _Toc63414207][bookmark: _Toc72223045][bookmark: _Toc468693659]Grant agreement variations
We recognise that unexpected events may affect your progress. In these circumstances, you can request a variation to your grant agreement. You can request a variation by sending a written request to NCRIS@dese.gov.au 
You should not assume that a variation request will be successful. We will consider your request based on provisions in the grant agreement and the likely impact on achieving outcomes.
[bookmark: _Toc72223046]Compliance visits 
We may visit you during or at the completion of your grant activity to review your compliance with the grant agreement. We will provide you with reasonable notice of any compliance visit.
[bookmark: _Toc72223047]Record keeping
We may also inspect the records you are required to keep under the grant agreement. 
[bookmark: _Toc61614551][bookmark: _Toc61622554][bookmark: _Toc61622778][bookmark: _Toc61623002][bookmark: _Toc61623234][bookmark: _Toc61624834][bookmark: _Toc63414211][bookmark: _Toc72223048]Evaluation
We will evaluate the grant program to measure how well the outcomes and objectives have been achieved. We may use information from your application and reports for this purpose. We may also interview you, or ask you for more information to help us understand how the grant impacted you and to evaluate how effective the program was in achieving its outcomes.
[bookmark: _Toc72223049]Acknowledgement 
The program logo should be used on all materials related to grants under the program. Whenever the logo is used, the publication must also acknowledge the Commonwealth as follows:
‘NCRIS – an Australian Government initiative’.
If you make a public statement about a grant activity or project funded under the program, we require you to acknowledge the grant by using the following:
‘This activity received grant funding from the Australian Government through the National Collaborative Research Infrastructure Strategy.’

[bookmark: _Toc61623005][bookmark: _Toc61623237][bookmark: _Toc61624837][bookmark: _Toc63414214][bookmark: _Toc61623006][bookmark: _Toc61623238][bookmark: _Toc61624838][bookmark: _Toc63414215][bookmark: _Toc61614553][bookmark: _Toc61622556][bookmark: _Toc61622780][bookmark: _Toc61623007][bookmark: _Toc61623239][bookmark: _Toc61624839][bookmark: _Toc63414216][bookmark: _Toc61623240][bookmark: _Toc61624840][bookmark: _Toc63414217][bookmark: _Toc61623241][bookmark: _Toc61624841][bookmark: _Toc63414218][bookmark: _Toc61623010][bookmark: _Toc61623242][bookmark: _Toc61624842][bookmark: _Toc63414219][bookmark: _Toc61623011][bookmark: _Toc61623243][bookmark: _Toc61624843][bookmark: _Toc63414220][bookmark: _Toc61623012][bookmark: _Toc61623244][bookmark: _Toc61624844][bookmark: _Toc63414221][bookmark: _Toc61623013][bookmark: _Toc61623245][bookmark: _Toc61624845][bookmark: _Toc63414222][bookmark: _Toc61623014][bookmark: _Toc61623246][bookmark: _Toc61624846][bookmark: _Toc63414223][bookmark: _Toc72223050]Probity
The Australian Government will make sure that the grant opportunity process is fair, according to the published guidelines, incorporates appropriate safeguards against fraud, unlawful activities and other inappropriate conduct and is consistent with the CGRGs.
These guidelines may be changed from time-to-time by the Department of Education, Skills and Employment. When this happens, the revised guidelines will be published on GrantConnect.
[bookmark: _Toc72223051]Enquiries and feedback
The Department of Education, Skills and Employment’s Complaint Handling Policy, found at www.dese.gov.au/about-us/contact-us/complaints, applies to complaints about this grant opportunity. All complaints about a grant process must be provided in writing.
Any questions you have about grant decisions for this grant opportunity should be sent to ResearchInfrastructure@dese.gov.au. 
If you do not agree with the way the Department of Education, Skills and Employment has handled your complaint, you may complain to the Commonwealth Ombudsman. The Ombudsman will not usually look into a complaint unless the matter has first been raised directly with the Department of Education, Skills and Employment. 
The Commonwealth Ombudsman can be contacted on: 
	Phone (Toll free): 1300 362 072
Email: ombudsman@ombudsman.gov.au 
Website: www.ombudsman.gov.au
[bookmark: _Toc72223052]Conflicts of interest
Any conflicts of interest could affect the performance of the grant opportunity or program.  There may be a conflict of interest, or perceived conflict of interest, if the Department of Education, Skills and Employment staff, any member of a committee or advisor and/or you or any of your personnel:
· has a professional, commercial or personal relationship with a party who is able to influence the grant selection process, such as an Australian Government officer or member of an external panel
· has a relationship with or interest in, an organisation, which is likely to interfere with or restrict the entities from carrying out the proposed activities fairly and independently or
· has a relationship with, or interest in, an organisation from which they will receive personal gain because the organisation receives a grant under the grant program/ grant opportunity.
You will be asked to declare, as part of your application, any perceived or existing conflicts of interests or that, to the best of your knowledge, there is no conflict of interest.
If you later identify an actual, apparent, or perceived conflict of interest, you must inform the Department of Education, Skills and Employment in writing immediately. 
Conflicts of interest for Australian Government staff will be handled as set out in the Australian Public Service Code of Conduct (Section 13(7)) of the Public Service Act 1999. Committee members and other officials including the decision maker must also declare any conflicts of interest.
[bookmark: _Toc61614559][bookmark: _Toc61622562][bookmark: _Toc61622786][bookmark: _Toc61623018][bookmark: _Toc61623250][bookmark: _Toc61624850][bookmark: _Toc63414227][bookmark: _Toc72223053]Privacy
We treat your personal information according to the Privacy Act 1988 and the Australian Privacy Principles. This includes letting you know: 
· what personal information we collect
· why we collect your personal information
· who we give your personal information to.
Your personal information can only be disclosed to someone else for the primary purpose for which it was collected, unless an exemption applies.
The Australian Government may also use and disclose information about grant applicants and grant recipients under this grant opportunity in any other Australian Government business or function. This includes disclosing grant information on GrantConnect as required for reporting purposes and giving information to the Australian Taxation Office for compliance purposes.
We may share the information you give us with other Commonwealth entities for purposes including government administration, research or service delivery, according to Australian laws.
As part of your application, you declare your ability to comply with the Privacy Act 1988 and the Australian Privacy Principles and impose the same privacy obligations on officers, employees, agents and subcontractors that you engage to assist with the activity, in respect of personal information you collect, use, store, or disclose in connection with the activity. Accordingly, you must not do anything, which if done by the Department of Education, Skills and Employment would breach an Australian Privacy Principle as defined in the Act.
[bookmark: _Toc72223054]Confidential Information
Other than information available in the public domain, you agree not to disclose to any person, other than us, any confidential information relating to the grant application and/or agreement, without our prior written approval. The obligation will not be breached where you are required by law, Parliament or a stock exchange to disclose the relevant information or where the relevant information is publicly available (other than through breach of a confidentiality or non-disclosure obligation).
We may at any time, require you to arrange for you; or your employees, agents or subcontractors to give a written undertaking relating to nondisclosure of our confidential information in a form we consider acceptable. 
We will keep any information in connection with the grant agreement confidential to the extent that it meets all of the three conditions below:
· you clearly identify the information as confidential and explain why we should treat it as confidential
· the information is commercially sensitive
· revealing the information would cause unreasonable harm to you or someone else.
We will not be in breach of any confidentiality agreement if the information is disclosed to: 
· Commonwealth employees and contractors to help us manage the program effectively
· employees and contractors of our department so we can research, assess, monitor and analyse our programs and activities
· employees and contractors of other Commonwealth agencies for any purposes, including government administration, research or service delivery
· other Commonwealth, State, Territory or local government agencies in program reports and consultations
· the Auditor-General, Ombudsman or Privacy Commissioner
· the responsible Minister or Parliamentary Secretary, and
· a House or a Committee of the Australian Parliament.
The grant agreement may also include any specific requirements about special categories of information collected, created or held under the grant agreement. 
[bookmark: _Toc72223055]Freedom of information
All documents in the possession of the Australian Government, including those about this grant opportunity, are subject to the Freedom of Information Act 1982 (FOI Act).
The purpose of the FOI Act is to give members of the public rights of access to information held by the Australian Government and its entities. Under the FOI Act, members of the public can seek access to documents held by the Australian Government. This right of access is limited only by the exceptions and exemptions necessary to protect essential public interests and private and business affairs of persons in respect of whom the information relates.
All Freedom of Information requests must be referred to the Freedom of Information Coordinator in writing.
By email:	FOI@dese.gov.au 
Due to the impact of COVID-19, the department is currently unable to action FOI requests received via post.

[bookmark: _Toc72223056]Consultation
Stakeholder consultation activities which informed the 2020 Research Infrastructure Investment Plan included:
· The 2020 Research Infrastructure Investment Plan Data Collection
· The 2018 Research Infrastructure Investment Plan Data Collection
· The 2016 National Research Infrastructure Roadmap
The Department of Education, Skills and Employment also consults with projects in the existing NCRIS network on project and program improvements. 

[bookmark: _Toc72223057]Glossary
	Term
	Definition

	accountable authority
	see subsection 12(2) of the Public Governance, Performance and Accountability Act 2013

	administering entity
	when an entity that is not responsible for the policy, is responsible for the administration of part or all of the grant administration processes

	assessment criteria
	are the specified principles or standards, against which applications will be judged. These criteria are also used to assess the merits of proposals and, in the case of a competitive grant opportunity, to determine application rankings.

	commencement date
	the expected start date for the grant activity 

	completion date
	the expected date that the grant activity must be completed and the grant spent by 

	co-sponsoring entity
	when two or more entities are responsible for the policy and the appropriation for outcomes associated with it

	date of effect
	can be the date on which a grant agreement is signed or a specified starting date. Where there is no grant agreement, entities must publish information on individual grants as soon as practicable. 

	decision maker
	the person who makes a decision to award a grant

	eligibility criteria
	refer to the mandatory criteria which must be met to qualify for a grant. Assessment criteria may apply in addition to eligibility criteria.

	Commonwealth entity
	a Department of State, or a Parliamentary Department, or a listed entity or a body corporate established by a law of the Commonwealth. See subsections 10(1) and (2) of the PGPA Act

	Commonwealth Grants Rules and Guidelines (CGRGs) 
	establish the overarching Commonwealth grants policy framework and articulate the expectations for all non-corporate Commonwealth entities in relation to grants administration. Under this overarching framework, non-corporate Commonwealth entities undertake grants administration based on the mandatory requirements and key principles of grants administration. 

	grant 
	for the purposes of the CGRGs, a ‘grant’ is an arrangement for the provision of financial assistance by the Commonwealth or on behalf of the Commonwealth:
0. under which relevant money[footnoteRef:15] or other Consolidated Revenue Fund (CRF) money[footnoteRef:16] is to be paid to a grantee other than the Commonwealth; and [15:  Relevant money is defined in the PGPA Act. See section 8, Dictionary.]  [16:  Other CRF money is defined in the PGPA Act. See section 105, Rules in relation to other CRF money.] 

a. which is intended to help address one or more of the Australian Government’s policy outcomes while assisting the grantee achieve its objectives. 

	grant activity/activities
	refers to the project/tasks/services that the grantee is required to undertake

	grant agreement
	sets out the relationship between the parties to the agreement, and specifies the details of the grant

	GrantConnect
	is the Australian Government’s whole-of-government grants information system, which centralises the publication and reporting of Commonwealth grants in accordance with the CGRGs

	grant opportunity
	refers to the specific grant round or process where a Commonwealth grant is made available to potential grantees. Grant opportunities may be open or targeted, and will reflect the relevant grant selection process.

	grant program
	a ‘program’ carries its natural meaning and is intended to cover a potentially wide range of related activities aimed at achieving government policy outcomes. A grant program is a group of one or more grant opportunities under a single [entity] Portfolio Budget Statement Program.

	grantee
	the individual/organisation which has been selected to receive a grant

	PBS Program
	described within the entity’s Portfolio Budget Statement, PBS programs each link to a single outcome and provide transparency for funding decisions. These high-level PBS programs often comprise a number of lower level, more publicly recognised programs, some of which will be Grant Programs. A PBS Program may have more than one Grant Program associated with it, and each of these may have one or more grant opportunities.

	publicly funded research organisation
	these include Australian higher education providers listed in the Higher Education Support Act 2003, and federal, state and territory government departments or agencies which undertake publicly funded research. 

	selection criteria
	comprise eligibility criteria and assessment criteria.

	selection process
	the method used to select potential grantees. This process may involve comparative assessment of applications or the assessment of applications against the eligibility criteria and/or the assessment criteria.

	value with money
	value with money in this document refers to ‘value with relevant money’ which is a judgement based on the grant proposal representing an efficient, effective, economical and ethical use of public resources and determined from a variety of considerations.
When administering a grant opportunity, an official should consider the relevant financial and non-financial costs and benefits of each proposal including, but not limited to:
· the quality of the project proposal and activities;
· fitness for purpose of the proposal in contributing to government objectives;
· that the absence of a grant is likely to prevent the grantee and government’s outcomes being achieved; and
· the potential grantee’s relevant experience and performance history.





[bookmark: _Toc72223058]Appendix A. The NCRIS Principles
The key principles underpinning NCRIS are that:
· Australia’s investment in research infrastructure should be planned and developed with the aim of maximising the contributions of the research and development system to foster innovation, economic development, national security, social wellbeing and environmental sustainability;
· infrastructure resources should be focussed in areas where Australia is, or has the potential to be, world-class (in both discovery and application driven research) and provide international leadership;
· major infrastructure should be developed on a collaborative, national, nonexclusive basis. Infrastructure funded through NCRIS should serve the research and innovation system broadly, not just the host/funded institutions. Funding and eligibility rules should encourage collaboration and co-investment. It should not be the function of NCRIS to support institutional level (or even small-scale collaborative) infrastructure;
· access is a critical issue in the drive to optimise Australia’s research infrastructure. In terms of NCRIS funding there should be as few barriers as possible to accessing major infrastructure for those undertaking meritorious research, including the use of preferential arrangements for meritorious researchers;
· due regard be given to the whole-of-life costs of major infrastructure, with funding available for operational costs where appropriate;
· NCRIS should seek to enable the fuller participation of Australian researchers in the international research system;
· NCRIS should enable Government initiatives which seek to maximise opportunities for industry and international engagement and commercialisation of research;
· data generated, created, captured or stored by NCRIS funded projects will be made available to the wider research community based on the F.A.I.R. principles, appropriately implemented for individual research communities. Data must be stored to an appropriate level of security; and
· new projects, and additional investment in existing projects, should be based on a robust business case.


[bookmark: _Toc72223059]Appendix B. Grants awarded by the 2020 Investment Plan
This table displays the grants that have been awarded (subject to indexation) through the 2020 Research Infrastructure Investment Plan. 
It contains:
· the name of the NCRIS Project; 
· the grantee, also known as the Lead Agent, for the project;
· the type of the funding, which may be base operating, additional operating and/or capital; and
· the GST exclusive amount that will be paid in each financial year during the grant period. 

	NCRIS Project Name 
Lead Agent name (Grantee)
· Type of funding
	2020-21
	2021-22
	2022-23

	Astronomy
Astronomy Australia Ltd
· Base operating
· Capital (ATNF – ASKAP)
· Operating (ATNF - ASKAP)
	

$-
$-
$-
	

$-
$-
$-
	

$-
$-
$264,826

	Atlas of Living Australia
CSIRO
· Base operating
· Additional operating
· Capital
	

$-
$-
$-
	

$-
$-
$-
	

$-
$1,161,871
$1,256,646

	AuScope
AuScope Ltd
· Base operating
· Additional operating
· Capital
	

$-
$-
$-
	

$-
$-
$-
	

$-
$2,493,579
$3,278,750

	Microscopy Australia, formerly named the Australian Microscopy and Microanalysis Facility
University of Sydney
· Base operating
· Additional operating
· Capital
	


$-
$-
$-
	


$-
$-
$-
	


$-
$373,568
$4,245,846

	Australian National Fabrication Facility
Australian National Fabrication Facility Ltd
· Base operating
· Additional operating
· Capital
	

$-
$-
$-
	

$-
$-
$-
	

$-
$2,960,557
$272,351

	Phenomics Australia, formerly the Australian Phenomics Network
Australian National University
· Base operating
· Additional operating
· Capital
	


$-
$-
$-
	


$-
$-
$-
	


$-
$970,721
$938,398

	Australian Plant Phenomics Facility
University of Adelaide
· Base operating
· Additional operating
· Capital
	

$-
$-
$-
	

$-
$-
$-
	

$-
$1,471,315
$4,660,186

	Australian Urban Research Infrastructure Network
University of Melbourne
· Base operating
· Additional operating
· Capital
	

$-
$-
$-
	

$-
$-
$-
	

$-
$2,867,979
$2,271,259

	BioPlatforms Australia
BioPlatforms Australia Ltd
· Base operating
· Additional operating
· Capital
	

$-
$-
$-
	

$-
$-
$-
	

$-
$3,142,028
$11,271,709

	Australian Research Data Commons 
Australian Research Data Commons Ltd
· Base operating
· Additional operating
· Capital
	

$-
$-
$-
	

$-
$-
$-
	

$-
$3,087,549
$12,933,125

	Integrated Marine Observing System
University of Tasmania
· Base operating
· Additional operating
· Capital
	

$-
$-
$-
	

$-
$-
$-
	

$-
$1,265,822
$4,688,982

	Marine National Facility
University of Tasmania
· Base operating
· Additional operating
· Capital
	

$-
$-
$-
	

$-
$-
$-
	

$-
$6,048,715
$1,600,000

	National Deuteration Facility 
ANSTO
· Base operating
· Additional operating
· Capital
	

$-
$-
$-
	

$-
$-
$-
	

$-
$123,335
$140,000

	National Imaging Facility
University of Queensland
· Base operating
· Additional operating
· Capital
	

$-
$-
$-
	

$-
$-
$-
	

$-
$2,700,903
$-

	Nuclear Science Facility (ACNS and CAS)
ANSTO
· Base operating
· Additional operating
· Capital
	

$-
$-
$-
	

$-
$-
$-
	

$-
$1,352,693
$4,483,980

	Population Health Research Network
University of Western Australia
· Base operating
· Additional operating
· Capital
	

$-
$-
$-
	

$-
$-
$-
	

$-
$739,778
$506,449

	Therapeutic Innovation Australia, formerly named Translating health discovery
Therapeutic Innovation Australia Ltd
· Base operating
· Additional operating
· Capital
	


$-
$-
$-
	


$-
$-
$-
	


$-
$3,315,650
$3,652,582

	Terrestrial Ecosystem Research Network
University of Queensland
· Base operating
· Additional operating
· Capital
	

$-
$-
$-
	

$-
$-
$-
	

$-
$3,874,516
$2,078,988

	Australian Community Climate and Earth-System Simulator (ACCESS)
Australian National University
· Base operating
· Additional operating
· Capital
	


$-
$1,694,835
$-
	


$-
$2,683,044
$-
	


$-
$3,312,133
$-

	Synthetic Biology
BioPlatforms Australia Ltd
· Base operating
· Additional operating
· Capital
	

$-
$710,000
$1,080,000
	

$-
$1,292,698
$1,121,012
	

$-
$2,648,599
$1,465,828

	Humanities, Arts and Social Science Platform
Australian Research Data Commons Ltd
· Base operating
· Additional operating
· Capital
	

$-
$1,330,417
$670,000
	

$-
$1,915,236
$1,112,202
	

$-
$2,036,995
$995,752

	SeaSim
Australian Institute of Marine Science 
· Base operating
· Additional operating
· Capital
	

$-
$125,000
$13,097,000
	

$-
$2,899,602
$11,563,000
	

$-
$7,141,250
$1,505,000

	Coastal Vessels
South Australian Research and Development Institute
· Base operating
· Additional operating
· Capital
	

$-
$-
$-
	

$-
$-
$-
	

$-
$727,016
$-
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